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Case Summary: Roper vs. Simmons (2005)
The case, argued on October 13, 2004, and decided on March 1, 2005, involves Simmons, who, at the age of 17, planned and committed murder. He was sentenced to death when he was 18 years old. He filed appeals and petitions for federal and state post-conviction relief, but they were rejected. However, the Supreme Court of the United States, in reference to Atkins v. Virginia, argued that the execution of a mentally ill person, through the eighth amendment, is prohibited (Benekos & Merlo, 2019). Moreover, it stated that through Atkins' reasoning, execution of a juvenile who, at the time of committing the crime, was under 18 years of age, was also prohibited.
Therefore, the Missouri Supreme Court affirmed, agreeing only to relieve Simmons of the death sentence and in its place, life imprisonment without release eligibility (Benekos & Merlo, 2019). The court held that the consensus that had developed against juvenile offenders' execution could not be ignored, although the constitution had not barred capital punishment for such offenders. 
This case positively affected the juvenile justice system because the execution of a juvenile shows the lack of belief in change that can be impacted in the juvenile in the correctional centers (Benekos & Merlo, 2019). A young person should be given an opportunity to learn new ways. The court's consideration may be one of the critical steps toward eliminating the death sentence in the constitution.
In my opinion, the court's decision was right. Although the punishment was still capital bearing in mind that Simmons was sentenced to life imprisonment without eligibility of release, he was relieved of the death penalty.
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