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Sophocles’ “Antigone” Analysis
The chorus of Sophocles’ “Antigone” is sung by a group of old Theban men. They are probably old men because quite a number of young men have just been killed in battle. Also, the old Theban men represent in some way the deep-rooted system of patriarchy in society that Antigone defies. The chorus in Antigone therefore depicts some of the central themes that Sophocles wants the audience to understand. And these themes reflect upon how society functions. In first stasimon 332-375 chorus, Sophocles reflects on the theme of the triumph of man over nature. The chorus is referred to as “Ode to Man” and it happens to be the most famous choral ode in all of Greek tragedy. The chorus therefore celebrates the accomplishments of humans in nature thus arguing that man is dominant over nature and this is the source of conflict in society. 
At the beginning of the choral ode, the song acknowledges that human beings have managed to bring many changes to the way society functions. Humanity has built advanced ships to dominate the seas, tamed animals to obey man, and constructed houses to defeat rain, among other things (Anti. 332-375). Basically, man has been able to achieve whatever goals he envisions. Nearly everything man has been able to achieve is all about humanity asserting its will over nature. It implies that man has bend nature to his will. Towards the end of this choral ode, the chorus depicts what man ought to do despite having control over nature. 
Despite man having the ability to bend nature to his will, he should do so by embracing the laws of society and the common good. What this means is that society is guided by laws, justice and the common good. These principles are meant to control the behavior of humans in society. Therefore, if humans are able to embrace the law, justice and the common good, then the accomplishments of man will be wonderful. Otherwise, nature will treat humans harshly. All of man’s accomplishments could be viewed as being just terrible as they are wonderful. Therefore, the chorus praises the laws instilled in society in controlling the nature of humanity. 
It is clear that the chorus in “Antigone” advocates for humanity to obey law, justice and the common good. The sentiments expressed in this song could be echoed by Plato’s Socrates (as seen in the Apology and Crito). Plato’s Socrates could argue in a similar manner because he believes that the laws of the land are able to create an orderly society. As seen in the “Apology and Crito”, Socrates is not convinced by the advice from Crito and his friends to escape prison on the basis that the he was imprisoned unjustly. In this conversation, Socrates deals with the moral issue involved in situations where individuals are confronted with penalties imposed on them by unjust laws (Crito.44a). And the point that Socrates clarifies in the dialog is the distinction between what is moral and what is legal.  
Socrates admits not all laws are meant to be embraced under any and all conditions. He argues that an individual can violate the laws of the land in order to satisfy the demands of his/her conscience. However, he observes that one has the moral obligation to accept the penalty for the violation of those laws that are imposed by the state. Acting in a different manner would mean violating the system of law and order that cherishes the lives of people in a civilized society. Therefore, Socrates would share the sentiments in the song because he is an individual who believes in law and order in a civilized society. He is that person who embraces the institutions of the society where he was born and has been raised. Therefore, he has the moral obligation to respect and obey the laws on the institutions of the land. 
The song digs deeper into the issue of law and justice in society. In my opinion, it is true that a civilized society is governed by law, justice and the common good. A society governed by laws and justice is a peaceful society. Such a society is civilized thus individuals enjoy the freedoms envisaged in the law. Laws and justice also acts as a guideline to what is accepted in society. The laws tell us what is right and what is wrong, what is permitted and what is prohibited. The laws call for institutions in society to treat all citizens equally in the eyes of the law. The chorus acknowledges the importance of law enforcement institutions as a fundamental social structure. The song reflects on themes of interaction of humans as brothers or enemies to death. The song serves as a reminder that human beings should be governed by laws meant to control human behavior. It reminds us that justice needs to be served to all people in the community. This is also supported by Sophocles in the play “Ajax” as it explores the theme of justice. In the play, the punishment awarded to offenders was similar in Ancient Greek regardless of one being a slave or goddesses. The play also reflects on the role politics in administering justice. 
However, the song also lays bare the injustice that exists in society. The lack of justice in the Greek society fuels the efforts of people like Antigone to rebel the laws of Creon. Under Creon’s rule, it is evident that people lack fair trials and just laws. Therefore, Antigone seeks to advocate for just laws in society. As she does this, she endures open prejudice and disapproval from many people who argue that her views are wrong. This situation depicts what most people are going through in many parts of the globe today. In his article, James Baldwin explores the theme of identity as a black person in society (Bald, 128). Baldwin explains that black people in white-dominated societies like Europe have found it hard to integrate the culture. As minority groups in such cultures, the laws instilled in society have curtailed their efforts to prosper. Generally, he claims that it is not easy for African-Americans to get justice in society. 
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