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Chapter 13- Invitation-to-World Religions
In this 13th Chapter of Invitation-to-World-Religions, I got to understand the history, practices, and beliefs of the Islamic religion. Islam is practiced globally and is one of the most spreading religions in almost every country in the whole world.  The reason for this fast growth is due to conversions from other religions to Islam. The most distinct feature of the Islam religion is that the diversity of the religion is not likely to change (Brodd et al. 2013). The chapter has also highlighted the distribution of Muslims in different countries in the world.
One of the beliefs of Muslims is the belief in Allah and Muhammad. I also learned the meaning of Islam which means one who is submissive. The most important principles found in the Qur’an about the beliefs of Muslims include the oneness of God, prophecy, judgment day, and Angels and Jinn. Another important source of teaching for Muslims is the Sunnah which refers to Muhammads’ way of life. I also learned of the pillars of the worship practice of Muslims including shahadah, salat, zakat, sawm, and Hajj.
The Islam religion began when Muhammad started preaching about the revelations that he had received in Mecca. This led to the growth of small Muslim communities in Mecca who later spread to Medina which was a very significant event in the history of Islam. One of the important case studies about Islam and nationalism is in Iran in the 20th century. I also learned of the different reforms of the Muslim communities including Wahhabism, resisting Westernization and Colonialism, and the Muslim Brotherhood (Brodd et al. 2013). I also learned of different groups of Islam including Sunni and Shi’a.
Another fact I learned from this chapter is that political scientists have frustrated Muslims by using Islam as a justification for crime. Muslims celebrate numerous feasts including Id al-Adha which is the most important feast in the Muslim calendar. Muslims believe in certain guidelines (shari’a) which they believe were established by God. Although Islam is unique, it still shares some understandings with other religions such as Judaism and Christianity.
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