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Cinderella, the Grimm Brothers
Introduction
 The 1812 narrative begins with the death of Cinderella mother; the mother encourages her to be good before she dies.  The father re-marries an evil woman with two daughters, the three of them take the advantage of little Cinderella by mistreating her.  The girl planted a branch beside her mother's grave, whereby she would make her prayers and her requests would be granted. Although Cinderella faced all those challenges she remained humble. The saying “they lived happily thereafter" is a common theme in the historical fairy tales. These kinds of narratives feature the imagery characters that demonstrate the moral teachings to the children, and they help them to hold on those values in their entire childhood. The Cinderella by the Grimm brothers is among this type of stories which describes a renowned fairly narrative of a gentle and compassionate girl. Cinderella is the girl discussed in this story; she was able to overcome the ill treatments from her stepmother and sisters, where she eventually lived a happy life later. In the entire story, we get to have a moral lesson that wickedness and lie are short lived. The research paper seeks to discuss the synopsis, themes and literary forms used
Synopsis
The Cinderella, Grimm’s narratives have elaborated effective criteria in the perspective of good and evils. On the contrary to our anticipations, the good women in this story are regarded as “useless”. These women often get into terrible situations, they are never recognized and do nothing for themselves, and instead, they wait for princes to get them out of such challenging environments. The qualities demonstrated by these types of women doom the protagonists to consider the destiny females who demonstrate the characteristics of a mother and a wife (Zipes, 20). Cinderella is among those kinds of women who possess the desirable characters. She is an ideal girl, beautiful and compassionate; she neither protests nor gets angry. These traits are early predicted during the Grimm’s’ narrative, “it is a stupid goose to sit with us in the parlor”. She was determined to do all her house chores such as lighting the fire, cooking, fetch water and wash the clothes. Despite her determination, her females colleagues would try to hurt her by interfering with her duties but she hardly got mad at them (Grimm’s’). Cinderella endured all the sufferings from her stepsisters and mother, but eventually, she lived a happy life with the price. On the other hand, her sisters were rewarded by eternal blindness for their wickedness.
Literary forms used
The tale by the Grimm brothers creates a contradicting perception about women. Throughout the story, symbolism has been sufficiently used to convey the ideology of feminism.  A man is this story is the pillar in a woman's life; it is through a man the women get to have a sense of belonging.  Cinderella has been portrayed as a weak and feeble girl who requires the assistance of the prince to get out of the miserable situation (Greenhill et al., 105). On the other hand, the home is also defined by the women, Cinderella stepmother seems to have enough energy after re-marrying her father. It is evident that a man is the woman support in this story, since trough marriage both Cinderella and the stepmother they have the powers they need (Greenhill et al., 107). A general trend in this tale conveys women as beautiful and submissive, while the males are viewed as courageous and strong (Zipes, 20). The fairy narrative also seems to encourage a patriarchal system in some of the roles defined for men and women. In this case, man is perceived to be stronger than the females (Grimms).
These kinds of stereotypes have become so common in our current society; however, the issue of inequality is diminishing as women are given more chances. Such stories are therefore being used as tools to enhance gender equality and fighting against gender violence. The Cinderella tale reflects on the various types of relationships exists between a mother and daughters and other women in the society. Cinderella, in this case, she is a symbol to represent the majority of the children either orphans or under the step, parents care or guardians that are often mistreated (Greenhill et al., 99).  She as well represents those children’s that have never received parental care and guidance but they ended up being successful in life. The story is thus seen as a way to warm those mistreating children and to encourage the young ones to be courageous.
The stepmothers and sisters are taken as materialistic people, who are ever dependent. The concept of feminist in this situation is "a slap on the face" because the story is raised on the perception of women as week gender. The women are thus categorized according to their physical attributes. The stepmothers and sisters are painted as people who only have the outer beauty but lucks the inner beauty, because they treat Cinderella harshly (Pfeiffer, 67). Therefore their physical appearance is not important. The fable, on the contrary, tends to create some stereotypes whereby women consider themselves either or not beautiful based on the physical appearance. In the current world, the ideology of beauty is taking anther roots, whereby women don’t seem to appreciate themselves. For instance, the stepsisters end up having a miserable life in the pursuit of wanting to have the prince, who is literally known to be attractive.
Themes
The theme of good and evil is the most prevalent in the entire story. The story depicts the characteristics of the players to possess both good and evil traits. Cinderella is a young who are left under the care of her step-parent after her mother died (Grimms). In overall, Cinderella has demonstrated good characters and behaviors, in spite of being mistreated.  For instance, in her attempts to persuade the stepmother to attend the prince's party, she is given the hard task to select the lentils within a short time. Patiently and without complaining she does her work perfectly, in addition, the stepsisters would take advantage of her to do some of their duties such as combing the hair (Zipes 20).  In contrasts, she remains good to everyone and does what is advised to do.
The stepsisters and mother portray themselves as evil people. Instead of the stepmother taking Cinderella as her own child, she openly discriminates her. She ensures that her two daughters are well taken care of and they have and do what they want at the expense of the little Cinderella (Zipes, 20). Cinderella would be given the hard tasks, such as cooking, washing, lighting fires while her stepsisters did nothing (Grimms). On the Prince party, both the stepmother and the daughters never wanted Cinderella to attend, instead, she was told to remain at home. Therefore, the stepmothers and the daughters represent the bad people in the society.
Feminism is another significant them in the story. The women are represented as week genders that are dependent on the males (Pfeiffer, 73). For instance, the stepmother is so dependent of the husband, since after re-marrying she took control over the home to point of undermining Cinderella his own daughter. Cinderella also is dependent of the prince to live a happy life (Greenhill, 110). The stepsisters as well they are fighting against each other to marry the prince. Thus, women in this context demonstrate feminist as a weak gender.
 Beauty is an outer ward sign that women use to consider themselves attractive than others.  The stepsisters and the mother are depicted as beautiful women. On the contrary, their beauty is only physical rather than character-wise. Cinderella is perceived to be a dirty girl, but she has inner beauty, she treats everyone well (Grimms). On the princes’ occasion, her beauty surpasses all and she ends up living a more beautiful life than before
Conclusion
Cinderella by the Grimm brothers is a fairy legendary tale with significant themes and moral teachings. The story strongly rhymes with our today’s society happening such as mistreating of children, the concept of beauty and the role of women in society. The story revolves around young girls who undergo her hard life under the hands of stepparents after the death of her month. Similarly to Cinderella, the scenarios are happening in our world today where a lot of cases have been reported of child labor. The girl represents a few of people who patiently persevere persecuting without fighting back. On the other side, the stepmothers and sisters represent the wicked people in the society who rejoice in seeing others suffers. Currently, the fight against gender inequality is the main issues to deal with such stereotypes. The concept of beauty is also widespread where women specifically they consider altering their appearance to look beautiful. The story, however factious has a moral lesson to the current generation. 
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