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The Lack of Civil Rights in American History

The struggle for civil rights among the Afro Americans and other minority groups has extended over the centuries in the history of United States. As contended by Spring (2016), civil rights allude to the entitlement of equality on society’s opportunities, legal and economic facilities as well as the right to personal liberty as established in the U.S. Constitution. From the 16th century, the upper-class whites enslaved the African Americans for being poor and dark-skinned.  Entrenched by the core belief of white supremacy, the whites used various methods including laws, violence and religion to maintain the unjust system. 
Numerous groups have been historically affected by the lack of civil rights. Latinos, Indians and Hispanic Americans are among the people who suffered the denial of fundamental rights. Also, the Middle Eastern American communities such as the Arabs and the Jews faced continuous discrimination (Du Bois, 2017). Similarly, as ascertained by Lawson (2014), the East and South Asians encountered this regime of racism. Immigrants from Europe were not an exception. The non-protestants particularly Italians, Irish People and the Poles often suffered ethnicity-based prejudice. 
White supremacy was the key factor that led to the overwhelming oppression and the repudiation of civil rights. Gillon (2012), highlights the plight of these groups that included racial segregation, exploitation, disenfranchisement and violence. By law, government services and public facilities such as education were categorised into white and coloured domains. All services to the coloured were poorly funded and of inferior quality. The Blacks were segregated from the Whites in every aspect of life spanning from transportation, parks, restaurants as well as healthcare centres. 
Another issue that heightened the tension is that some whites got upset by the abolition of slavery after the American Civil War in 1865. Additionally, the civil rights were broadened in the Civil Rights Act 1866 passed by the Congress to include all persons born in the United States (Foner, 2013). Despite these amendments, the whites continued to bar African-Americans and the other minorities from their due civil rights. They violently punished those who rebelled and failed to submit fully to their employers to maintain whites' privileged social status (Hahn,2005).
Discrimination extended further during the reconstruction period between 1865 and 1877 in the southern U.S. as the whites still wanted the Afro Americans to remain their subjects. The segregation system was upheld with the Southern states imposing laws to disfranchise African Americans and other poor communities by denying them voting rights (Gillon,2012). Moreover, region authorities now and again redistributed assets reserved for blacks to white schools, further undermining equal rights to educational opportunities (Hahn,2005).
Violence against the Blacks, Asians in California and Latinos in the Southwest also expedited marked with numerous lynchings throughout the century (Foner, 2013). They faced organisational barbarity, mob racial brutality and police harassment.  Exploitation was amplified with economic oppression of blacks using the convict lease system. As affirmed by Spring (2016), Latinos and Asians were denied various economic opportunities and faced widespread employment discrimination.
As a result of this oppression, the Civil Rights Movement emerged in the United States during the 1950s and the early 1960s. Headed by Martin Luther King, The African Americans and other ethnic minorities, struggled to achieve full citizenship rights and racial equality (Lawson, 2014). The movement collaborated with other civil rights organisations to challenge segregation and discrimination through protest marches, boycotts, and refusal to abide by segregation laws. 
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