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Cloud-based Services and Tools
Introduction
Cloud computing involves hardware and software resources which are available on the internet as third-party services relying on software applications and servers. They are created with the aim of serving common research and business needs. The different types include virtual information technology, software for commercial software utilization and network storage for backing up the data across the internet. The purpose of such services is provision of support to a large number of client’s needs (Mell, & Grance, 2011).
Cloud-Based services I currently use
[bookmark: _GoBack]I have some cloud-based services I am currently using whose classification depends on the role each plays in the provision of a solution to my specific needs. For instance, whenever I want to enjoy some video games which I might not access offline, I use the Xbox Live service which is available online and not on a physical disc. Therefore, Xbox Live service provides a good cloud-based service for my video game needs. My shopping needs are well catered for by Alibaba Cloud. This service is provided by Alibaba group which is a global cloud computing company based in Hangzhou, China and founded in 2009 (Ledbetter, & Kuznekoff, 2012). I can purchase almost everything I require ranging from electronics to clothing and household equipment. 
Apple iCloud has always sorted my network storage needs leaving me with no need for storage space need for my computer. I keep my documents and data in a sync manner using iCloud. This has made it so easy for me since a single update on my iPhone automatically updates the change to my Mac and iPod touch devices allowing me to access my data wherever I am by simply using a web browser. Furthermore, I store and transfer larger attachments from iCloud email addresses in this manner. Therefore, this is how my storage and backup needs are easily taken care of allowing for quick and reliable access.
Cloud-based services have affected my life significantly. Since the service providers are fully responsible for installation and maintenance, the burden on the same has been offloaded on my part as an end user. There is reliance on providers for the provision of the end user reliability and thus relieving customers (Antonopoulos, & Gillam, 2010). Furthermore, cloud-based services have enabled my providers to charge me depending on what I use. This has enabled me to save since billing is flexible and not metered billings as before. Security provision by my providers is always assured. I am now less concerned about how secure I should keep my documents since cloud backup gives me a good assurance.
Additional cloud Based tools I want to try
Utilization of cloud-based services always creates a desire for more and better related services that can solve once needs in a better way. I have always desired to try out Dropbox, Chromebook and Amazon EC2.  Dropbox enables storage and access of documents and files just like Apple iCloud. However, it sharing of files with other people is more simplified. Dropbox can also allow for multiple access to individuals being in varied locations. Furthermore, the sharing is controlled and privacy is also assured in comparison to other storage services available (Quick, & Choo, 2013). This is why I would want to test this service.
A Chromebook refers to a portable personal computer that has Google Chrome OS software as an alternative operating system (Rome, 2011). I have always wanted to try it since most of the applications used today are internet based. This simply means easy access since Chrome OS is built around a web-based Google chrome. This assures me that I will be able to access services like Gmail, YouTube and Picasa easily. Furthermore, the storage is via Google Drive thus catering for my storage needs in the same setting. The hardware compatibility is also wide since it’s a limited version of Linux and therefore able to run on any standard PC hardware.
Amazon Elastic Computer Cloud (EC2) is amongst the cloud services that has a scalable computing capacity (Cloud, 2011). I intend to eliminate hardware upfront and thus ensure faster deployment of applications. The configuration of security and servers is a walk in the park with this service. What further prompts me is its ability to scale up or down depending on the variations in the storage requirements and thus reduction in the need to predict traffic.
Security Implications of the available Tools
All the cloud-based tools are internet dependent. This just implies that their operation varies with respect to the strength of the available network. For instance, Dropbox users have to rely on the internet provider to prevent mess up especially when the stored data is being manipulated. This means that temporary outages and slower speed can be such a bother if a fully cloud-based would is to be set up like the case of Chromebook (Subashini, & Kavitha, 2011).
Hacking remains one of the major threats when it comes to cloud-based services. Can you imagine someone hacking into your Apple iCloud storage facility and accessing all your private documents? This threat remains something to be well considered when setting up these services. Furthermore, the costs involved in setting up securities such as antivirus software is high since such measures attract an additional cost (Jansen, 2011). Therefore, such a threat easily translates into an additional cost which might make any individual to shy away in using these services.
Conclusion
In conclusion, cloud enables me to take advantage and utilize a variety of services irrespective of my location i.e. whether at home, school or work. There are a number of cloud-based services I have utilized including Xbox Live service and Apple iCloud which play a big role in making it easy for storage and retrieval of information irrespective of my location. However, even with the increasing utilization of these services, security threats continue to mount and thus creating a   need for providers to come up with better plans to ensure that consumers are well protected and their security assured.
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