Running Head: CLOUD COMPUTING IN SAUDI ARABIA                             	    1
CLOUD COMPUTING IN SAUDI ARABIA                             	5








Factors Impacting Users’ Adoption of Cloud Computing in Saudi Arabia
Name
Instructor
Course
Date










Introduction
	Cloud computing is one of the exemplary innovations in Information Technology that allows cloud service providers to host cloud-services users and also resources that are cloud-based in their service industries. Cloud computing offers some services including Infrastructure as a service and Software as a service. To begin with, platform as a service, are often integrated inside IaaS by specialists to provide the magnitude as well as the distribution of any application. It also assists in predicting a company’s expense.  Platform as a Service, ha a wide range of benefits including the fact that one can start an application with little financing and requires the basic development only. Also, the design of the service provides room for a lot of scalabilities as it is based on cloud computing. Infrastructure as service(IaasS, allows access to vital web infrastructure by business organizations, the various infrastructure services includes servers, connections and storage space. For businesses using this kind of infrastructure, the economies of specialization and scale are beneficial to the managed service provider.  Software as a Service (SaaS), allows for the extension of the clouds for software infrastructure. Thus this helps contain the burden of support; the computer executes maintenance as well as operations as the functions performed by the applications, which are owned by the vendor.
	The ability to provide room for scalability allows for flexibility. The implication here is that if one needs increases, it is easy to scale up the cloud capacity. On the other hand also one may want to operate on a relatively smaller scale and scaling down is provided, and thus the flexibility is integrated into the services. It also prevents a loss that might be brought about due to data loss. It provides a robust recovery with the cloud-based backup. Therefore, organizations can save time and resources as one is not required to hire a third part of recovery.
Cloud computing will be one of the best utilities in coming years due to its numerous advantages.  The reason behind its massive wide acclaim is due to its benefits that individuals get from using the technology. With increasing rates of cyber-attacks, this technology (cloud accounting) can store the information in the cloud and therefore not on computers physically. Therefore, this ensures that the information is safe from cyber-attack. This is so because cyber-attacks involve bypassing computer passwords and since the information is not stored in computers then the information will not be accessed. Therefore, in this way individuals can use the technology without fears of a security breach. There are some factors that have been proposed to affect individual adoption of technology, and this includes personal beliefs, attitudes, and intentions. There are some theories which have been brought forward to explain the individual adoption of technology, and this theory will be discussed in relation to the believes and attitudes of individuals in Saudi Arabia. The theories that affect individual's adoption to technology include the theory of reasoned action (TRA) (Fishbein & Ajzen, 1975); the theory of planned behavior (TPB) (Ajzen, 1991); the technology acceptance model (TAM) (Davis, 1989); and the unified theory of acceptance and use of technology (UTAUT) (Venkatesh, Morris, Davis, & Davis, 2003). In relation to the adoption of any technological innovation and this case the cloud computing, this theory plays a role in influencing individual decisions and not the roles played by environment or organization.
Literature Review
	The Technological Acceptance model(TAM) is one of the most significant theories of technology adoption, and it has proven to be satisfactory due to its nature of being highly predictive (Lee,2003). Davis primarily brought the model forward in 1986. The model was developed to predict the acceptance of individuals on the use of technology, and there are two believes that affect individuals in adopting technology inventions, that is Perceived usefulness and Perceived ease of use (Davis, 1989). According to Barua, it is believed that when the user accepts the use of a particular technology the usefulness, in turn, will be influenced by two factors, cost, and productivity (Barua, 1995). TAM has been proposed to be satisfactory in explaining technological adoption in Saudi Arabia (Alharbi, 2012). There are some factors that have been proposed in some studies; these factors included trust, anxiety and perceived risks (Nyoni & Piderit, 2012; Wu, 2013). Individuals in Saudi Arabia tend to possess anxiety that negatively influence the adoption of technology. Therefore, they tend to wait for others to test the perceived benefits of the technology to try it out. This is so because anxiety negatively influences the Perceived Usefulness of cloud computing. Anxiety hinders the adoption of cloud computing but when presented with the antecedents of trust (Udoh, 2012). This is so because it is believed that individuals in Saudi Arabia are reluctant into using the technology because they are not sure of their security, reliability, and privacy. The perceived risk entails the uncertainty and devastating consequences that in most cases usually affect the decision of consumers to adopt a certain technology (Dowling, 1986). Cloud computing raises privacy and security concerns among individuals (Albaroodi, 2014; Biswas and Biswas, 2004) and therefore the implication of adopting cloud computing involves uncertainty and risky situations.
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