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Hello, Siu Yau. I am Cameron, and I will be working on your paper today. I see you are looking for help with your thesis, structure, questions and supporting details. Before I begin, I must let you know the Online GRC Writing and Reading Center policy. First, I will only be able to look at your essay for approximately 30 minutes. This is the same length of time you would get if you came to visit the WaR Center personally. Next, you can only submit one essay three times. You have just submitted this essay which means you can submit it twice more. Lastly, we can only work on any area of your essay once; that is, since I am working on your thesis, structure, questions and supporting details now, we cannot do that again for this particular essay in the future. With that said, I can begin.
To begin, you have a good start to a thesis statement. However, the first sentence in the thesis statement might be able to be focused more closely on discussing the current state of knowledge. You have a bit of information on it, but you can develop it a bit further. For example, how many solutions are proposed, how many are tenable, etc. Then, for the overall structure, it is looking good. Just make sure keep a consistent pattern in how information appears. For example, if you order one section by importance, make sure to keep that pattern throughout. Next, to bring out the research questions in your discussion/evaluation section, consider the questions you had while reading the research. You can use these questions, as long as they go beyond basic answers, to bring out the questions for further study. Lastly, make sure to try to avoid ending your body paragraphs with quotes. Instead, aim to have two or three sentences after every quote so you can thoroughly explain the importance and connection of the quote to your research.
As for the extra credit, you and your professor will both be receiving an email before the end of the day to confirm a visit with the GRC WRC.
Beyond this, I have no other comments. If you have any questions, please let us know. Feel free to submit this essay again if you desire further assistance. Moreover, even though the Writing and Reading Center is not accepting in-person sessions, you can always use the Online Writing and Reading Center Live Tutoring Sessions for an online tutoring session if you would like. The hours for the live tutoring sessions are as follows:
Mondays through Fridays: 8 AM - 5 PM
Have a great day!
-Cameron K.
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Introduction	Comment by Cameron Kulin: From the prompt for the thesis for my own reference:
include a thesis statement that provides your evaluation of the state of current knowledge and of what needs further study, which should anticipate the specific research question you will arrive at in the end.
Even though Cities are believed to have been uniquely positioned to mitigate and adapt to climate change, most cities are still vulnerable to it. Urban areas are known to be the main source of most greenhouse gas emissions due to many industrialization activities taking place in the cities (Arnell & Gosling, 2016). There being no single most solution to climate change to date, it’s the responsibility of urban areas to transition toward a more sustainable future. Hence, it's important to understand how urban areas are affected by climate change and how sustainability can be achieved in urban areas by addressing climate change. 	Comment by Cameron Kulin: I can see how this would satisfy the condition of “what needs further study.” However, you might focus more on satisfying the “state of current knowledge.” The previous sentence touches on the topic, but you might consider revising it ever so slightly so that you discuss how many solutions there are and the current state of the knowledge about how urban areas transitioning.
How climate change affects urban areas
The impact of climate change on urban areas can be understood by discussing the existing literature on the impacts of climate change on human health, its influence on natural disasters, and the urban heat island effect.
Climate change impact on human health.
Climate change negatively impacts the health of people living in urban areas in various ways. In a study by Emilsson & Sang, (2017), the mortality rate in cities was found to have increased as a result of extreme weather conditions brought about by Climate change. Normally, the extreme weather conditions expose people to various health effects, for example, many people die of waterborne disease after heavy flooding events (Broto, 2017). Also, “many people die of food-borne diseases when the food is exposed to higher temperatures which enhances bacterial growth” (Broto, 2017).  Climate change has also been found to have increased the health risks of people living in cities indirectly through respiratory illnesses. Climate change causes poor air quality which increases allergens related to changes in temperature and buildup of smog (Broto, 2017). These health concerns are adding stress to the cities which are already under pressure of meeting increased energy demands and overgrowing population.
Climate change and natural disasters in cities.
Extreme weather conditions such as flooding, high winds, and storms subject huge stress to the infrastructure in the city. The increased frequency of extreme weather conditions will negatively affect human health, availability of water and food, and how facilities operate (Arnell & Gosling, 2016). This will negatively affect the disaster mitigation strategies that have been developed in the city. Existing evidence has shown that the resource availability and demand will determine the urban planning and development as urbanization continues to grow (Broto, 2017). For example, the lands in the western part of the United States can no longer be relied upon for water-intensive agriculture use due to prolonged drought conditions in that region.
The Heat Island effect in urban areas
The heat absorption and retention in cities is high compared to rural areas because of the dense population in the cities (Muis et al., 2015). As a result, urban areas are hotter than their surroundings. Also, the reduced amount of vegetation and impermeable surfaces in cities provide evaporative cooling which further influences increased weather conditions in cities resulting in the warming effect in the areas surrounding urban areas.  It's estimated that “by 2050s, cities will be more vulnerable to climate change because average temperatures will have increased by 1-4 degrees Celsius” (Muis et al., 2015).	Comment by Cameron Kulin: Although the result of this would be obvious, you need to make sure to spend two or three sentences explaining why this is important. What is significant about a change of a single degree?


How sustainability can be achieved in urban areas by addressing climate change
How sustainability can be achieved in urban areas can be understood by discussing the risks of climate change in various sectors and the potential to overcome these risks through sustainable urban practices. Even though there are various sectors in urban areas, urban energy and wastewater will be discussed in detail in this paper.
Urban energy and climate change
The direct impacts of climate change on urban energy have manifested through natural hazards such as fires and floods which have put the energy system out of operation by damaging the infrastructure (Emilsson & Sang, 2017). Also, “climate change has negatively affected the production of urban energy and delivery” (Emilsson & Sang, 2017). For example, its reported that power vulnerability plants along coastlines have increased as a result of the rising sea levels associated with climate change. All these concerns can be addressed by implementing sustainable urban practices. This can be done by utilizing cleaner and less intensive energy sources, improving the efficiency of energy, and decreasing the demand and consumption of energy in urban centers (Emilsson & Sang, 2017).
Urban water and climate change
Many cities are finding it difficult to sustainably provide safe and clean water despite water being the most essential resource on the planet. Existing evidence has shown that vulnerability to the urban water system has been increased by the rise in the sea level, continuous flooding, and storms (Broto, 2017). As a result, the materials important to urban water infrastructure have been degraded. Also, the infrastructures used to transport water in the cities have been overwhelmed by intense precipitation leading to the leaking sewage into the streets (Broto, 2017).  To address the impacts of climate change on urban wastewater, people living in cities must reduce the water demand. By reducing the water demand, there will be less water to be transported, cooled, heated, and treated. This will reduce the cost and resources needed to provide clean water in cities.  
Discussion and evaluation	Comment by Cameron Kulin: For this section, the easiest way to bring forth questions for further study is to consider the questions you had while reading the articles. So, when reading these articles, what specific questions came to mind? For example, did you consider if a specific design for a city, not size, influences its sustainability? Or, if people in cities must reduce their water demand, how much should they reduce it? What is the smallest amount of water a city should use to be sustainable? Mention these ideas in your discussion and you can bring these questions out. Of course, you could also make these their own paragraph in which you spend one to two sentences describing a problem and then posing a question about that problem. This might include your current proposed research question, but I don’t think it needs to.
Although this paper extensively focuses on cities from developed areas, it's important to understand that the impacts of climate change on cities from developed and developing regions vary. The reason behind this is that unlike developed regions, the cities in developing regions do not have proper infrastructure and adequate resources to address climate change issues (Emilsson & Sang, 2017). it's reported that the impacts of climate change are more apparent in cities from developing regions having poor waste management infrastructure. For example, “the cases of waterborne diseases are more common in developing countries with no proper sewage systems and reliable services for wastewater management” (Arnell & Gosling, 2016). Also, in developing countries, it’s common for trash to be piled up in the environment because there no well-established management systems. This is not the same as the developed countries. For example, in the United States, it’s a public service to collect and dispose of waste.
Even though this paper generally focuses on the sustainability of urban areas, its important to note that cities are not alike. Bearing this in mind makes the concept of urban sustainability complex. The reason behind this is that each city has a unique makeup and also a different combination of the sectors discussed in this paper. As a result, the design of one city can make it more vulnerable to flooding which means that such cities should prioritize addressing natural hazards. On the other hand, the location of some cities can make them vulnerable to the urban heat island effect. As a result, those cities will focus on reducing waste heath by addressing the public health concerns resulting from heat waves.
Conclusion
Future research: could small cities provide a tenable solution to climate change?
Analysis of existing literature does not recognize the potential sustainability in developing cities. Therefore, future research should seek to find the significance and the potential for sustainability in small cities.  
There is no single solution to mitigating the issues surrounding climate change even though various studies have been carried to establish urban sustainability. Generally, the impact of climate change varies from city to city due to the difference in geographical features, energy systems, and consumption patterns from city to city. Also, the densities, sizes, and urbanization trends are different from city to city making the impact of climate change vary. For the development of effective sustainable initiatives in different cities, the city planners and urban dwellers together with the government need to collaborate to come up with initiatives that meet their needs.
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