Community Assessment

Name:  __________________________________________________

Provide only the information requested. The completed document should be 8 -10 pages.

	Name of community/neighborhood (must be South Florida):



	Location (5 points):

Boundaries, location, size, physical setting


	Population characteristics (5 points):

Size (number of people in the community)

Demographics (% breakdown for ethnicity, race, age) 

    Break down age into three groups – under 18, 18 – 64, and 65   

    and over)

	Income (5 points):

Median income (household) Compare both median income and poverty to state and national rates

City/Town

State

National

Poverty rate (overall for individuals)

City/Town

State

National



	Community attractiveness and social/cultural systems (5 points):

Climate
Parks, clubs, recreational activities

Civic organizations

Cultural resources


	Housing (5 points):

% Owner-occupied, renter-occupied, vacant (percentages, not actual numbers)
Median $ value
Compare to state and national data 
Housing

City/Town

State

National

Owner

Renter

Vacant

Median Value



	History (5 points):

How and when did the community get started? Why?

Discuss important social, political, and economic events


	Geography (5 points):

Natural, physical features which have impacted the community



	Education (10 points):

Education levels of the population age 25 and above – compare to state and national data
City/Town

State

National

How are residents educated? What schools exist? What are the school ratings?
Adult education programs? Colleges or universities?


	Commerce and industry (5 points):

What industries and businesses dominate? Is the community known for a particular kind of commerce/industry/business?
Unemployment rate – compare local to state and national rates

City/Town

State

National



	Religion and churches (5 points):

List at least one major church in the community.

What services does it support or provide?



	Government, political factors, and social and health systems (20 points):

What is the governmental structure in the community?
What historical and current political factors influence the community?

Crime rate – compare local to state and national data (provide rates per 100,000 people, not actual numbers)

City/Town

State

National

What types of crime? Violent vs. nonviolent
Availability of public transportation
List four major health and social service agencies which serve the area. Describe what each agency does to support the community and help residents.


	Summary and implications for macro practice (25 points):
List two strengths of the community and two needs 
Provide a possible solution to at least one of the needs (macro project ideas)
Individuals or groups who would support changes
Individuals or groups who would oppose changes
Obstacles to positive changes

Likelihood that changes will be implemented




Cite the sources from which you obtained the information in the section you use it.
