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Introduction to the Compendium:
i. The History of Beer
 	The inclusion of the assignment on the history of beer was deemed significant since it highlighted the chemical and cultural aspect of the beer. The examination borrowed from analysis of various texts including; the Comic Book Story of Beer by Hennessy; the Brewer’s tale by Bostwick (2014) and Liquid Bread by Schiefenhövel, & Macbeth (2011). This assignment clearly reflects on the development of beer throughout history, while taking a stance on the cultural role of beer from early medieval times relative to contemporary times.
ii. Discussion module 4
This piece was selected given how it attempts to unravel the role beer played in shaping the New World, especially in terms of the Pilgrims in America and the British on their colonial endeavors by referencing on the Comic book Story of Beer.  Furthermore, this piece gives an in-depth investigation on the chemical and cultural history of beer by investigating the comparison of lagers, ales, and lambics, specifically based on how the brewing and fermentation process similar or different for each. 
iii. Hierakonpolis Expedition 
This assignment was selected based on how it takes an expedition model into investigating information about the ancient brewery. The adventurous route took on the assessment of the Hierakonpolisuis, the Brewer's tale and the Comic Story of beer in this assignment predominantly reflects on how the production of beer led to the civilization of nations; right from ancient Egypt to the contemporary society.  This piece unravels the geographic genesis of beer’s invention, the technology used as well as the ingredients used in the brewing of beer.  
iv. Discussion: Beer and gender politics
This piece of the assignment was selected based on how it sought to investigate how beer impacts gender in the contemporary society drawing from the readings Walter van Beek. It is a significant piece for this compendium considering assessing the interrelationship between beer and gender, resonates with developing an understanding of the cultural history of beer.
v. Beer Wiki
The piece of from wiki beer contribution was deemed necessary since it aimed at analyzing how beer has been used as the drink that provides the backbone of our social history over the years. The chemical and cultural perspective of beer sought in this assignment focused on the contribution regarding how beer has been able to diffuse and dissolve social barriers as well as serve as the primary commercial commodity during the industrial revolution. 


The assignments take a hierarchical stance whereby, the assignments are a subsequent of the other in regards to content and the informative ideology behind it. For instance, the assignment on the history of beer takes precedence on giving a detailed overview on the development of beer throughout history, while taking a stance on the cultural role of beer from early medieval times relative to the contemporary times. Consequently, the piece on discussion module 4, takes a somewhat specific perspective, whereby it predominantly unravels the role of beer in shaping the New World, by referencing on the Comic book Story of Beer.  Subsequently, the piece on Hierakonpolisuis expedition takes an adventurous route by borrowing from the Brewer’s tale and the Comic Story of beer to reflect on how the production of beer led to the civilization of nations; right from ancient Egypt to the contemporary society. Moreover, the discussion piece regarding beer, gender and politics not only investigate how beer impacts gender in the contemporary society drawing from the readings Walter van Beek but also digs deep to unravel the role women and men played in developing the beer. Finally, the piece on beer wiki takes a reflective stance to highlight on how chemical and culture of beer has continued to be persistent all through the years including the significance of the role of beer in diverse cultural settings. 
This collection of pieces reveal about the level of in-depth informative insights. I have amassed regarding the chemical and culture of beer throughout the semester. With the understanding gained, I can say I can go beyond the standard home brewing “packet kits” and really delve into the commercial process. Also, not only my time on the semester has offered me an understanding to try my hand at crafting brews, but also, on how to improvise and experiment as the contemporary beer experts. Thus, the paper focuses on selecting assignment pieces about the chemical and cultural history of beer, assessing their significance including developing a reflection on the insights gained from the course module. 
Selected Items: The History of Beer; Discussion module 4; Hierakonpolis Expedition; Discussion: Beer and gender politics’; and Beer Wiki.
Conclusion: Course reflection
First and foremost, this semesters’ course module majorly focused on developing an understanding of the basics of brewery dynamics. Learning the historical evolution of beer has provided me with a comprehensive knowledge of the brewing process, the dynamics of brewery operations, and issues affecting the industry, particularly regarding raw materials and their differing varieties, fermentation, maturation and lagering, and production processes. For instance, the readings from (Bostwick, 2014) the Brewer's Tale, are the key take away since they offer a detailed description of the development of the beer from a religious perspective. Consequently, the discussions and contributions on beer wiki interactive learning tool are substantial as they give an informative experience on various beer dynamics. Personally, I am certain that I have gained a level of industry knowledge that will benefit in my area of responsibility in the brewery since every critical topic relevant to successful brewery operations has been covered. Accordingly, it can be supposed that the course module takes an individual’s brewing passion to a new level, whereby individuals gain the kind of insights that master brewers will be willing to impart only to their apprentices.

The knowledge learned in this course module is significant for my personal life and future academic endeavors, primarily because it has provided me with the required knowledge to ensure a safe and efficient working environment for everyone in my location. Also, not only has the course undertakings been significant in educating and guiding me to potential careers in the malting, brewing and distilling industries but it has also provided me with a full understanding of the science and technology of the processes involved from cereal farming to bottling and packaging. Furthermore, the course module has offered a somewhat practical and highly participative informative environment, whereby I am have developed an in-depth insight essential for preparing me to compete favorably in the job market, whether applying for work placements or later on graduate jobs. Ultimately, the course serves as my yardstick for selecting the academic areas of specialization for my career path, ranging from cereal technology; yeast biology and fermentation; beer maturation; beer quality; packaging technology; and commercial aspects of brewing and distilling.
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