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Management Information Systems
Information technology is the study and management of the various computer-based information systems in such a way that allows for retrieving, storing as well as the sending of information to make computers work well for different users. The management information system was primarily written to provide a real-world understanding of the information systems used by different businesses as well as the students of computer science. When students know how to use and manage information technologies, they can improve business processes and decision making in ways that allow them to be better off in their careers. In the last two decades, information technology has emerged and influenced several areas of people’s lives from public, personal and social lives of people. (Shiau, 2015) Advances in computing technology and telecommunication has made it almost impossible for people and businesses to go about their lives without relying on information technology.
The significance of information technology is that it optimizes the use of scarce resources by putting in place intelligent information support for various decision making. Moreover, with the emergence of the web and internet, there has been a rise in the need for effective decision making concerning scarce resources and the time pressures that influence not only business processes but also personal and social lives of different individuals. Information technology is being used extensively in communication, in easing operations and making transactions paperless, this has changed the working style of management and has opened new functions in business. These functions secure payment processes, remote work and the web-based business processes. Integrating technology into business has opened various avenues with which businesses can grow and stay relevant in the current dynamic technology-driven environment. There exists a strong link between management information systems and technology and the two have a correlation with the history of computing technology. The only difference comes in the fact that management information systems deal with the business aspect of information technology rather than the technical part.
Different types of information systems are used in business and management information systems is one out of the many, and it makes use of various components such as intelligence system and database management system among others to enable it to deliver the decisions needed by the various business decision-makers. Apart from the primary role of reporting on the operations of the business, this system also helps in data collection, especially by using components such as the database management system. Moreover, it promotes collaboration in the workplace by ensuring that the channels of communication are efficient from the individual level to departmental levels. (Ogiela, 2015) The efficient communication channels allow all the stakeholders to have access to information necessary for decision making within a short span of time. The six eras of management information systems each hold a distinct characteristic that played a vital role in the development from mainframe to the current cloud computing that has synchronized various business functions and has made businesses to rely on information technology for a variety of uses.
The management information system faces a number of challenges in its operation, and these consist of the cost of the equipment and the fact that the systems are expensive to purchase. Nonetheless, several ways exist with which businesses can work around these challenges to ensure that they use information technology in the best way possible to promote business functions. (Barata, 2017) Some of the essential business needs massively rely on information technology to be efficiently met, but computer science mostly deals with math and code. Management information systems act as a bridge between the technical part of information technology and the business side of management. The application of software and different computer processes are an essential part of computer science because it enables computer systems to be useful to a human being in their personal, public as well as social life. It is also an essential part of the business.
Ways it Relates to Course Concepts
There exists a difference between the theory of computational applications and the information technology systems which are applied in various capacities to ease not only business operations but also how people use computer systems. Management information systems help to put information systems in their right perspective to allow business managers to understand the systems and know exactly what they can do and what they cannot do. (Rho, 2016) Information technology should be appreciated in the role it plays and its application in both business and industry. The business environment in the modern world is as lucrative as it is dynamic and so to ensure that a business is managed in the best way possible and achieve a competitive advantage, information technology has to be incorporated in the management process to make everything easier and efficient. The information has been realized as the fourth major resource, and a good understanding of MIS may prove to be the only way businesses can maintain a good industry posture in a world that is going online and digital tremendously. The world as we know it heavily relies on information technology to operate as effectively as it does in various aspects, this is the reason why integration information technology into business systems is vital not only for effective management but also for the overall performance of a business.
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