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 I attended my first concert at USF Concert Hall at the summer of 2010. It was mainly a symphony orchestra that was to be performed by Dallas Symphony Orchestra. It also had a duet performance that involved a piano and a bass. I must say this was a first-time remarkable experience from beginning to end in all aspects. The audience involved around four hundred people, men women, and children.  A good percentage of the adult audience seemed to be people in the middle age. A few old men and women probably above sixty also attended and children from twelve years and above.
 For a moment I had figured the dress code for such a concert to be quite casual just like from any of those others I had seen on television. About half of the audience was in formal attire, men in suits and women in dresses and heels. The others were quite casual, jeans, shirts or dressier tops and sneakers. The setting of the hall was quite systematic. The floor of the stage was made of wooden material and pretty large. There were also two floors for the audience with quite comfortable seats. I found a seat at the balcony area that opened to the stage. Everyone seemed excited and hyped about the whole concert starting from the audience, performers, conductors and everyone else in the room. 
The atmosphere of anxiety, curiosity, and expectancy to the performance touched on every corner of the room. I felt pretty nervous about this new experience but I, however, calmed myself and put it in my mind that I was in for a treat. I knew I had to sit back and relax let the orchestra take the course. The setting of the instruments and chairs on stage for the performers looked fascinating but got me a little confused since it was my first time. The number of instruments seemed to be roughly about thirty-nine. This meant about forty performers on stage, the conductor included. The instruments were set in three semi-circles that formed three semi-circular layers. The first outermost layer set had a violin at one end, then a harp, percussions, tympanis, French horns, trumpets, trombones, tuba and a double bass at the other end. 
The second semi-circle set was positioned in front of the first with a viola, clarinets, flutes and a bassoon. The smallest and innermost third semi-circle had a violin and a viola, (Baby & Belmondo, 2013). The concertmaster walked on stage and tuned the orchestra. The instruments had been positioned each in front of the respective performer’s seat. The performers then made stage entry and positioned themselves each at their respective instruments and sat on the chairs. Then the conductor came in last and the audience clapped as he walked in. I felt lost, everybody but I was clapping. However, I was overwhelmed with curiosity and I knew I was about to grasp something new musically. 
It was the Dallas Symphony Orchestra. I had heard about them quite often but never had I seen them on stage before. They were to perform Leningrad- The number seven of Dmitri Shostakovich’s symphonies way back in the Romantic era, (Anderson & Minot). All the performers looked attentive and eager to take the instructors directions. The conductor made a sharp whisper which was a signal for the performers to begin. The collection of instruments brought out the overall lovable sound of the piece. The orchestra used the hair of bow to play the stringed instruments. They added more tension to the piece by incorporating most and then after some time playing what I think would have been Allegro since the tempo sounded quite fast. 
The conductor waved his hands and directed his eyes to the harpist. It was now clear to me that the piece must have had a distinct part that required the harp. The black uniform and semi-circular arrangement contributed to the uniformity and order of the ensemble, (Wade 2017). It was quite large in order to bring out the full sound intended for the piece. You could see how the performers got carried away into the sound of the piece, closed their eyes with a touch of emotion as they strapped their instruments and sway side to side. The wave of emotion also got the audience. I remember seeing two people, stand partners dancing to the piece and grinning to the sound of the piece at each other. I found the orchestra more interesting due to the fact that it complied to the typical instruments used in the Romantic era. It engaged the doctrine of affection by used of ornamentation to top up the piece with grace notes. This resulted in audience participant and an overwhelming emotional connection to the piece. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The conductor swung his arms right and left as we slowly nodded to the echoes of the final lines of the piece as they faded into the air. He then suddenly lowered his hands and everyone in the audience applauded. The next performance was a duet with a piano and a bass. The two did Marvin Gaye’s “I heard it through the grapevine”. The bass went first with very strong pluck to put emphasis on the melody. The bass player for some seconds then got rougher and then in came the piano. The pianist used a 4/4 while the bassist focused on chords 1 and 3. The composition brought out the effects of both blue and soul. Its sound and beat also got the audience participating including me. 
Most of us nodded to the beat and begun to t~p.  During the final part of the performance, the pianist switched to fast scales and began engaging the bottom chords. Technically, I would refer to this as some type of retardant due to the slow decrease in tempo. The whole concert gave me an oversight of how people display their talents and abilities through performance. Music and orchestra are unique treasures that both help us communicate a special language that we all understand when musicians try to communicate their hopes, feelings, dreams, failure, and aspirations.
 Live performances will always convey some type of civilization’s sincere and intense utterances. In addition, having been a new and first-time experience for me, I find orchestra a much more organized and civilized type of a concert than the normal concerts. It seemed orderly with the audience well seated in the hall and with minimal hyped movement.  It is also a type of relaxing experience since the audience is there to sit and enjoy the performance. I also found noise quite minimal during the performance which makes the audience capture every bit of the piece.
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