Conformity
No, I don’t think the concept of conformity aligns with our childhood development. Child development makes us have ambitions and goals that make conformity difficult. Most children are unable to meet the set goals using legitimate means. In most cases, the societal goals and expectations are ahead of the child. Thus, the two do not align. We learn from parents good behavior and virtues. We learn to be honest, respectful, hardworking, compassionate, courage among other virtues. In other words, parents teach us moral behavior. Parents also teach us to avoid vices such as smoking, stealing, sexual perversion, vulgarity, jealousy among others. Our peer group usually expect or force us to behave like them. They want us to behave the way they do, either good or evil or both. For example, they may influence us to smoke marijuana or take a particular course in school. 
A person who uses legitimate ways to achieve their goals can engage in crime or deviance by replacing the goals. Merton’s theory assumes that those who are ambitious and hardworking are wealthy and successful, but this is not always the case. Such people can be unbale to do some things like paying school fees which can be considered deviant.
