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Philosophy of Mind: Consciousness
In the reading “Made of Meat” by Terry Bisson, consciousness appears to be a difficult term to understand. This reading is primarily about how aliens think about humans. Two aliens are involved in a conversation where they seem to be in a state of confusion, trying to understand how human beings who are made from meat are able to make and use machines and also how meat is able to think, love and dream.
What makes consciousness difficult to understand in this reading is how meat can be able to do acts such as thinking, feeling and creating. As the author states, the two aliens are confused about how human beings are able to do the wide range of things that they do, bearing in mind that they are not machines; they are just made of meat. The author perceives consciousness as the state of being awake or alert. The biggest question in this reading is how meat can be conscious. ''That's ridiculous. How can meat make a machine? You're asking me to believe in sentient meat'' (Bisson, 1990). The two aliens in this reading try to argue that if meat – which makes human beings – is conscious, then it has the ability to think and have feelings and senses, which appear to be unrealistic.
The author refers human beings to be “thinking meat! Conscious meat! Loving meat. Dreaming meat…” (Bisson, 1990). With this statement, it becomes difficult to understand consciousness within the usual methods of science. The idea that conscious meat makes human beings presents a hard problem for science or perhaps extends on what science can actually talk about consciousness. In a state of confusion, one alien says to the other, “So, we just pretend there's no one home in the Universe” (Bisson, 1990). The two aliens decide to ignore the meat creatures, as they see no sense in conscious meat that can not only communicate but also use tools and machines to facilitate the communication.
What seems to be weird about consciousness is how meat can have feelings, emotions, and experiences. This idea about consciousness is what the author attempts to put clear, in an aim to show that consciousness is really a difficult term to understand. According to the author, it is so weird how meat contributes to human behaviour. The author finds it difficult to understand how “conscious meat” has the ability to contribute and influence human behaviour. At the end of the story, the aliens are seen to be fed up with the meat creatures and decide to put their attention on other interesting things.
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