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Could The American Dream Be A Reality?
Introduction
The American Dream could be defined as a set of American ideals that redefines freedom as the availability of equal opportunities for success and prosperity and an undeterred rise in the social ladder, achieved through hard work. The Declaration of Independence proclaims that all men are created equal and have rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Through these statements, Americans have instilled in themselves a belief that anyone can achieve anything with hard work and determination. The statements bring out a perception that at birth, all individuals have equal opportunities to succeed and that the system provides a platform where all the players will be in the leveled playfield. Yet, as studies and statistics have indicated, those born of poor parents and living in poverty-ridden neighborhoods end up becoming poor, giving birth to children who will also end up poor and continuing a poverty tradition down generations. But evidence has provided stories of determined and hardworking individuals born poor yet went against all the odds to become successful and happy. While critics may find conceivable flaws in the system to undermine the reality of the American Dream, I think that through stories such as the ones depicted in Ragged Dick and The Pursuit of Happyness, the American Dream is real and in favor of only those who are willing to believe in it.
Flaws That Undermine The American Dream's Reality
The United States system is far from perfect and should be subjected to constant revisions and amendments. The idea that opportunities are equal to all American citizens is false to a large extent. According to a study conducted by the National Center for Children in Poverty at Columbia University, children who spent eight to fourteen years in poverty had a 46 percent likelihood to be poor adults (Jiang et al., 2016). This study indicated that poverty follows children to adulthood, mainly due to a lack of resources necessary for success. However, a report published by The Harvard Gazette not only featured poverty as a major reason for recurrent poverty but also explored reasons why poor neighborhoods are deemed so. The report cited reasons such as a child's exposure to harsh environments, provided by poor neighborhoods, and emotional toxicity and incarceration as major mechanisms that force a poor child to love a poor adult life (Manduca & Sampson, 2021). Thus, while poverty leads to limited opportunities, the Harvard Gazette report showed that individual exposure to toxicity and harshness during childhood acts as a bigger limitation to the pursuit of happiness.
Additionally, according to Harlon Dalton's critique of the Horatio Alger myth, American society is not as perfect as it seems. Dalton (2004) believes that individuals are not judged by merit, and opportunities to develop those merits are not fair. He criticizes the belief that factors such as race, pedigree, social classes, gender, and national origin play no role in the pursuit of success; he despises the notion that it is all determined by an individual's willpower. According to him, these factors play subtle yet significant roles in one's endeavors (Dalton, 2004). While his suggestion may hold important social truths, real-life stories have sprung up from individuals who prevented themselves from believing what society had defined for them. They opted to actualize the American Dream and ended up successful.
Successful Stories that Actualize the American Dream
The film The Pursuit of Happyness, which depicted a struggle that eventually led to success, is based on the true story of Christopher Gardner. The Pursuit of Happyness is one of the many stories that show that high determination and hard work can eventually bear fruits to those who dare to believe in the system's fairness. Throughout the film, even though Will Smith acting as Christopher Gardner, portrays disappointments in his failed life, he emits unceasing happiness to the prospects of a successful future. While he struggles with hardships such as being homeless and divorce, Christopher Gardner keeps his hopes high. He lives with a determination to win the stockbroker position against 19 other interns. The internship that takes six months without pay forces him to shift between internship and selling his portable bone-density scanner, which brings him more failure than success (Septyarti, 2016). Yet, all these struggles do not demotivate him, and to the end of the film, he gets the job and walks happily home with his son. The film clearly shows that with hard work and an undying zeal to seek happiness, the very basis of The American Dream, one can soar heights to which no ordinary person can.
In his book Ragged Dick, Horatio Alger depicts the perfect representation of how a belief in pursuing opportunities, whether they are equal or not, can impact an individual's success. Ragged Dick, the street name belonging to Richard Hunter, is a bootblack who works his way to the middle class in New York City (Alger, 2014). Alger depicts Hunter as an honest orphan who believes in earning through his hard work. The lad changes his financial perspective when a change in his dressing changes how people perceive him. Although his methods take long to bring him the success he so much desires, his determination, and hard work do not decline, and when an opportunity presents itself, he happens to be the one to seize it. He saves a tycoon's drowning son and lands himself a job as a financial clerk. From a bootblack to a financial clerk, Richard Hunter is a perfect epitome of how opportunities are almost always equal to those who work hard.
Conclusion
Every system, including America's, has its imperfections. Yet, when looked upon positively, a system can provide massive benefits to its country's citizens. While critics suggest that the American Dream has remained only a dream, allowing the focus to shift to the system's flaws, others have been using their belief in an equal America to advance themselves and reap the benefits provided by the system. It is not easy to actualize a dream, and only the strong and determined can go through such massive struggles and end up successful. Studies have shown that those born in poverty have a higher chance of ending up poor, but stories of successful individuals have been an indication that there is still a reason to cling to the American Dream.
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