COUNTER-ARGUMENTS & REFUTATIONS

[bookmark: _GoBack]When you write an academic essay, you make an argument: you propose a thesis and offer some reasoning, using evidence, that suggests why the thesis is true. When you counter-argue, you consider a possible argument against your thesis or some aspect of your reasoning. This is a good way to test your ideas when drafting, while you still have time to revise them. And in the finished essay, it can be a persuasive and disarming tactic. It allows you to anticipate doubts and pre-empt objections that a skeptical reader might have; it presents you as the kind of person who weighs alternatives before arguing for one, who confronts difficulties instead of sweeping them under the rug, who is more interested in discovering the truth than winning a point (ethos!).

Some imagining of other views, or of resistance to one's own, occurs in most good essays. But don't overdo it. Not every objection is worth entertaining, and you shouldn't include one just to include one. A turn into counterargument here and there will sharpen and energize your essay, but too many such turns will have the reverse effect by obscuring your main idea or suggesting that you're ambivalent.


STRUCTURE
1. Introduce the opposing argument
Accurately and fairly summarize the opposition’s viewpoint. This may involve pointing out a problem with your argument, one or more disadvantages or practical drawbacks to what you argue, or an alternative explanation that makes more sense. State the case against your argument as briefly but clearly as you can, pointing to evidence where possible. An obviously feeble or perfunctory counterargument does more harm than good. Acknowledge parts of the opposition that are valid.

Possible language to introduce the counterargument:
	It is often argued that...		It is true that...
            Opposing views claim... 		One might object here that...
It might seem that…			Admittedly…
Of course…				One cannot deny that…

2. Refutation
Show that while some of the opposition’s claims may be valid, your own claims are stronger and more convincing. Show that the opposition’s argument is weak or inconsequential. The specifics of your refutation will depend on the nature of your disagreement. For example, you may assert that the opposition has used outdated evidence, or that their argument is not logically sound. If you challenge the opposition’s evidence, then you must present more recent or stronger evidence. If you challenge the logos of the opposition’s argument, you must explain why their argument is not logical. 

Possible language to introduce the refutation:
	Nevertheless,…			However,…
	On the other hand,…			…, but…

LOCATION
Counterargument can appear anywhere in the essay, but it most commonly appears
· as part of your introduction—before you propose your thesis—where the existence of a different view is the motive for your essay, the reason it needs writing
· as a section or paragraph just after your introduction, in which you lay out the expected reaction or standard position before turning away to develop your own
· as a quick move within a paragraph, where you imagine a counterargument not to your main idea but to the sub-idea that the paragraph is arguing or is about to argue
· as a section or paragraph just before the conclusion of your essay, in which you imagine what someone might object to what you have argued



EXAMPLES of counterarguments and refutations:

“Individuals want marriage to meet most of their needs for intimacy and affection and all their needs for sex…Although many Europeans and Americans found tremendous joy in building their relationships around these values, the adoption of these unprecedented goals for marriage had unanticipated and revolutionary consequences that have since come to threaten the stability of the entire institution” (Coontz, 2004, p.7)

“I’m told my generation will be remembered for our callous commitments and rudimentary romances…But a void is created when we refrain from telling it like it is, from allowing ourselves to feel how we feel” (Narin, 2015, p.3)

“Delaying sex is not necessarily bad, experts say: Being intentional about when to have sex can lead to stronger relationships in the long run…But some experts are concerned that the drop-off reflects the difficulty some young people are having in forming deep romantic connections.” (Bahrampour, 2016, p.1)

“Buss says, ‘…Men don’t have to commit, so they pursue a short-term mating strategy. Men are making that shift, and women are forced to go along with it in order to mate at all.’ Now hold on there a minute. ‘Short-term mating strategies’ seem to work for plenty of women, too” (Sales, 2015, p.3)

