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Option One: Switzerland
One of the countries I would want to research on is Switzerland. I think Switzerland does a pretty good job of appearing seemingly neutral when in reality the country is actually pretty right wing inclined. How neutral is Switzerland really? In an increasingly polarised world, the Swiss government will frequently find itself having to choose sides. There is also increasing evidence that Switzerland was not truly neutral during the World War II. I would like to research on how Switzerland has faced political dilemmas where it had to take a chance and if any recent happenings have changed the country’s “neutrality”. I would also love to learn why Switzerland remains neutral even in situations involving horrendous attritions.
Option Two: Japan
I think Japan has done a really good job at rebranding. Japan’s past involves some heinous acts but when people think of Japan today, people think of anime and a beautiful country with exotic features. There has also been controversy around the Japanese secondary school history education syllabus as it leaves out important details on Japan’s role in World War II. I have seen a few short videos on the policies Japan implemented to reshape its identity, but I would also learn to dig deeper into them.
Option Three: Kenya
Corruption is a major challenge in most parts of the world including Kenya and other developing countries. It is a deeply rooted vice in the Kenyan society and is both systematic and systemic and persists because politicians and government officials benefit from it and government institutions lack both the capacity and will to deal with it. I would like to dig into the history of corruption in Kenya and how government policies allow the vice to thrive.
Option Four: Cuba
Despite facing numerous sanctions and embargos, Cuba still manages to do pretty well for itself, especially in the area of medicine. I would love to research on how government policies have made this possible.
Canada
Unlike the USA, Canada is very welcoming of immigrants. I would love to research on Canadian policies that make immigration into the country easier.
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