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Course Reflection
Finding the right materials is the first step for writing any paper, and I discovered this through the course. I initially thought that any content could be relevant as long as it aligned with the main topic being discussed. However, there was the realization that thesis statements should be the compass to finding material that can build a substantial paper. The sources have to rotate around the same thesis statement even though some may offer slightly contradicting analyses. Having different sources unveils different sides of the same topic, and it gives the writer a broad perspective that can be used to support the thesis statement.  Identifying proper writing sources is essential because it helps build the flow of the paper and reduces the likelihood of contradictions. For this process, a writer has to discern the flow then compile the arrangement of the resources. Learning materials given for the class helped identify the crucial steps in the learning process, and they acted as a guide (Cottrell, 2017). A mixture of videos, notes, and templates helped ensure that I could guide and assess my writing progress.
Discussion posts were also influential in the learning process because they helped analyzed the topic and gave perspective to the ideas that a writer would develop. Different students have separate thoughts, and they provide a broad choice of targets that could be analyzed. The discussions are honest, and they can be used to clarify points in the paper along the writing process. I have realized tremendous growth in the processes of finding the right sources and citing them correctly. This process has helped me reduce the percentages of plagiarism in my papers and have improved my academic scores. However, I still need improvement in my sentence structures. Most of my sentences begin in the same way, mostly with the word ‘the’, and I need to utilize more vocabulary while writing.
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Cottrell, S. (2017). Critical thinking skills: Effective analysis, argument and reflection.	Macmillan International Higher Education.
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