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Crime, media, and ethics
The article is about ethics in journalism and covering crime by media. Ethics in journalism is a crucial aspect of journalism as a profession. The media should exercise ethics when reporting and presenting crime and criminal justice. The freedom of the press is protected in the US constitution. However, this freedom is not to be abused. Klaidman and Beauchamp highlight some of the virtues of good journalists. Klaidman and Beauchamp (1987, p.30) state that journalism is a profession that requires honesty and trustworthiness. Reporters and editors should be fair, truthful, trustworthy, and exercise nonmalevolence (avoid harm). One of the key issues in journalism is competence. Journalists need to be competent so that they can separate their personal beliefs from the subject matter of the reporting. Lack of competence can also result in plagiarism. 

Reporting the truth is the most important thing that journalists should endeavor to achieve. It is the fundamental thing in journalism (Banks, 2018, p. 299). There are elements of all codes of conduct in journalism. There are certain principles of the conduct of journalists by the International Federation of journalists. Among the principles include respect for truth, use of fair methods to obtain news, rectify any inaccurate published information, observe professional secrecy regarding the source of information and avoid plagiarism, slander, libel, calumny, and malicious misrepresentation. Media stereotyping of gender and crime is a major issue in journalism (Banks, 2018, p. 302). For example, the media tends to stereotype Black males as criminals. Blacks are portrayed to be perpetrators of crime compared to white counterparts. 

This case study has taught me to be truthful and honest. The case has challenged me to exercise some essential virtues in life, such as honesty and trustworthiness—ethics guide what is wrong and right. Like journalists, we should always learn to tell the truth.  















[bookmark: _GoBack]Works Cited
Banks, Cyndi. Criminal justice ethics: Theory and practice. Sage Publications, 2018.
Beauchamp, Tom L., and Stephen Klaidman. "The virtuous journalist." (1987).
