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[bookmark: _GoBack]	People are uniquely different, and this is the reason why people tend to show different behaviors at a particular time. The world is full of various things that take place in very mysterious ways. Various things do happen in our daily lives where some of them promote good behaviors while others are considered to be totally immoral. Serial killing is one practice or action of some people that have been considered immoral and not in order with how the human beings should co-exist and live with one another. This is a term that is not green to many people as it has taken place in different regions of the world (Spence-Diehl, 1999). It is something that has been on the headline of various news houses and as well on the social media which is accessed by billions of people from different regions of the world. Some people do kill others for different reasons, but others actually do it as result of an accident. Serial killing is of other types of murder as it shows some peculiar characteristics associated with it. It is where a person develops the practice of killing and makes it a trend by doing it repeatedly. The series of murder in the serial killing typically show the same characteristics that in most cases are carried out by the same person. In this case, a serial killer is a term that will be used to describe an individual who murders a number of three or more people and the killings taking place in a time span of more than a month. The people who do these are usually pushed by some forces that are not easy to understand. This paper comprehensively discusses the theoretical motivations for the serial killings and as well highlights the Saint Leo Core Value of Excellence.
	The most common theory that is attached to serial killing is the psychological gratification. It is believed that among the different theoretical explanations that exist, this is the one that most motivates the serial killers to perform these abnormal acts. Under psychological gratification, a serial killer may conduct a series of more than two murders by being motivated to seek the attention of the people or the general public. Attention seeking is a motive of some serial killers because when these killings occur, the general public is informed in all possible ways ranging from the various media houses to the various verbal discussions that people have at homes, streets, place of work and any other place (Chan, Heide, & Beauregard 2011). These serial killers are just desperate for attention and will work all ways to garner attention if it means going to the extreme to take other people’s lives and doing it repeatedly now and then. They usually do this till it reaches a point that they are caught up by the law. What they enjoy most is nothing other than being in the limelight for killing other people. Enjoying other peoples’ attention is socially acceptable in some situations, but in the circumstance where it is infringing the right of another person to live then it is immoral. This is why as much as they try to draw the attention by killings; they are always strongly pursued before they can take the life of many people that surround them.
	The other theoretical motivation for the serial killers is based on the development. This majorly relies on how the serial killers are brought up from their early lives. There is a unique that has been used in the past years to explain the motivation behind the serial killing. The theory was proposed in 2002 by Hecky and is known as the Trauma Control Model. It is used to explain different types of serial killings but mostly related to the serial homicide. The model uses the concept of fantasy to establish what drives individuals into serial killings (Spence-Diehl, 1999). Individuals are described as taking the fantasy of murder and making a personal decision to act on it. What happens is that most of these serial killers might have faced problems that are similar to homicides or mistreatment in their childhood development. These actions that the children observe or go through when they are young causes trauma. It is this trauma that starts at the tender age which can set the child up for some deviant behaviors when they grow up.
	The environment of the child also plays a very important role in the motivation of the people towards homicidal. The environment of the child is made up of phenomena such as the parents of the child, the society at large and many more. These will be the dominant factors that will contribute I determining whether the behavior of the child goes abnormally by escalating into homicidal activities (Holmes, 1998). The most prominent part of the child’s development is the family, and this is because it is exactly what the children can be used to identify themselves with. The family is very important as the children will just feel well when they are regularly identified by it on a regular basis. Those who decide to become serial killers are just human beings, and there is no big difference from any other people who get a lot of recognition from their parents, partners and more. It is the need for recognition that will give the children peace of mind and influence them to develop social relationships with their peers, and family members. If these children are neglected or rejected, then they will not be able to develop the social relationships. What will follow is lowering of their self-esteem, and this will greatly contribute to the development of their fantasy world. In this circumstance, they believe it is their fantasy that they are fully in control. According to the model that was developed by Hickey, the development of serial killers is based on the early trauma.
	Most closely to the environmental factors, the manner in which the family interacts is also motivating to serial killers. In the stage of the child’s growth and development, the family interaction plays a very important role. The quality of how they relate to their parents, guardians and other members of the family will highly determine on how the children relate with and value the other society members. Research that had been conducted sometime back in the 1990s on the confined serial killers reveal this. Almost all the serial killers had the same issues with their past environment or how they were brought, and these appeared as the motivating factor to conduct the killings (Spence-Diehl, 1999). Example of these environmental problems at the early ages that contributed to their homicidal activities was broken home as result of divorce, lack of discipline at home and others. Most of these criminals incarcerated commonly came from a family that had experienced divorce, lack of parent or separation
	The chromosomal is a theoretical motivation that is believed to be pushing individuals to get involved in serial killings. With the technological improvements in the sector of health, a number of studies are recently taken to check on the possibility whether an abnormality within an individual’s chromosomes can be a trigger for the serial killings. The research has been conducted on many serial killer offenders confiscated and different results recorded. Most of them have not shown any relation of biological chromosomal abnormalities while in some few cases, the proof of the chromosomal abnormalities has been witnessed. Some of the cases that have publicly gone viral are of two serial killers, Bobby Joe Long and Richard Speck. These two serial killers came to the attention of the public for being reported to have chromosomal abnormalities (Holmes, 1998). In the case of long, he had an extra X chromosome while Speck mysteriously had an extra Y chromosome. When these types of tests are carried out, they are always repeated more than once so as to ascertain that the results obtained are actually the real one. Despite the fact that the researchers have not managed to successfully have an exact gene identity, the trend of serial killers being mostly men make researchers have some sort of believe that there is a change that is closely attached with the male chromosomes make up. More so, when the researchers closely studied the gender differences between the female and male serial killers, some differences between the two genders were identified. Some of the differences obtained include weapon and method used, damage to the victim, psychiatric disorders and the reason for the crime among others. The major similarities that were obtained include education and occupation, childhood abuse and more. This, therefore, leads to the conclusion that the theoretical analysis of the chromosomes contributes to motivation towards serial killings.
	The other theoretical motivation for serial killing is psychological. There are various psychological models developed by different authors who make attempts to define the motivation and different factors that are entailed in why some serial killers make weir decisions to kill other innocent people (Chan, Heide, & Beauregard 2011). An example is the Motivational Model of Sexual Homicide which was originally developed by Hartman, Burgess, McCormack, and Douglass among others. They made various attempts in the process of defining the cognitive structure that takes place in most sexual homicide. This model is made up of five major phases which are; ineffective social environment, events taking place at childhood and adolescence, response to the events, action geared towards others and themselves and the feedback filter.  
The psychopath is another common theory that can be used to explain the motivation of various people towards serial killings. Psychopathy is a study theory that is genetically determined. It comes with some expectation of abnormality in the manner in which the brain functions. The brain is the immediate source of psychopathic characteristics. The scans of the brain among some past group of criminals have helped to reveal more about how the condition heightens up and motivates individuals to comfortably get engaged in serial killings (Saltik, & Moore 2016). The scans of the brain at the University of Wisconsin, Madison showed that psychopathy in the serial killers was associated with the decreased connectivity between the amygdala. Amygdala is a subcortical structure of the brain that helps in the processing of the negative stimuli. It also assists in the processes of the ventromedial prefrontal cortex which a cortical area in the front part of the brain that assists in the interpretation of various responses from the amygdala. When there is a big gap between these two regions and the connectivity is low then, the processing of the negative stimuli in the brain region that is known as amygdala will not be able to translate into a strongly felt negative emotion. This group of people will therefore not have any bad feeling even if they get engaged in immoral activities (Dostoyevsky & Ready 2015). This is the behavior that reflects in the picture of psychopathy.  The serial killers will be motivated to kill other people once and more times by the fact that they do not feel anything. They do not feel embarrassed or even nervous when the law catches up with them carrying out these activities. This is shown by the manner in which they talk in the courts of law or when they are given a chance to talk before they are executed. The fact that some people suffer as they carry out their activities do not bother them. In some cases, they might be feeling the physical pain but are not in themselves in a position to suffer from the hurts of emotions.
	The last theoretical motivation in this work is the thrill. The serial killers who do it for a thrill are primarily motivated the induction of pain or terror in their victims. The pain induced in the victims is what will provide excitement and stimulation in the serial killer (Holmes, 2010). They are motivated and pushed by the adrenaline rush that is provided by killing and hunting of the victims. The type of murder that is conducted by the thrill motivated serial killers has got no sexual aspect and is usually not prolonged. Precisely, the killers go for the kill.
	To add, the Saint Leo University is a learning institution that is dedicated to training its students for the real world. The school provides the students' division affairs with a range of caring professionals who not only have an excellent knowledge in their specialties but are educators who are immensely dedicated to assisting the entire students’ body in developing their full potential. This institution came up with six moral guidelines to assist in recognition of value, dignity, and gifts to all people. The core values are respect, excellence, community, personal development, integrity and responsible stewardship (Castle & Hensley 2002). The university staffs embrace all of these values in the day to day activities of the institution when providing student-centered services. The core values of excellence in this institution give the students what the actually require in order to survive and co-exist with other people in the society. They graduate as fully responsible people released into the society ready to solve some major immoral issues within the society such as serial killings and more. They also produce intelligent professionals who are able to intelligently follow the cases of homicides and serial killings and control in an appropriate manner before much damage or loss of life is experienced.
	In summary, serial killing is a criminal activity that is taking place in different parts of the world. It involves an action where a serial killer murders three or more people over a given period of time and the killings revealing some similarities (Kocsis & SpringerLink 2007). There are various theoretical motivations that try to explain why some serial killers are pushed towards killings and comfortably do it. These theoretical motivations are explained by the environment, psychopathy, thrill, fantasy and many more. The Saint Leo University is dedicated to producing graduates who can help a number of issues within the society such as serial killings. Their core value of excellence also prepares their students to work towards success and constructive projects instead of getting involved in immoral activities of the rotten society.
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