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The Community of Harlem, New York is Becoming a Death-Trap for Low-Income Residents 
A Critical Summary of One Source
Johnson, C., & Johnson, G. (2012). Environmental Justice and VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964: A Case Study on the Sitting of MTA’s Bus in Harlem, New York. Race, Gender & Class Vol. 19, No.3/4. Social Justice, Environmental Justice, New Racism, and Race, Gender and Class (2012), pp. 196-216 (21pages). Published by: Jean Ait Belkir, Race, Gender & Class Journal. Retrieved March 16, 2021, from https://www.jstor.org/stable/43397496 
	This article was written by the authors Charles R. Johnson, Jr. and Glen S. Johnson (2012, pp. 196), whom both had conducted a systematic investigation of the West Harlem, NY bus depots and its toxic exhaust that fumigates the low-income neighborhoods, in which became a hazardous and a potential health threat for the residents whom are predominantly African American and Latinos. I have chosen this source, because of its credibility and usefulness in answering my research question: Why a community that is predominantly African and Hispanics are exposed to so much polluted air and toxic hazardous living condition, in which that are affecting their health tremendously, but little or not much have been done to the effect of reducing the burden? Automatically, the authors asked the same question, on “how effective is the Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, in protecting racial segregated neighborhoods (Harlem, NY) from both environmental racism and institutional discrimination” (2012, pp. 204).  In particularly, evidence from what “Shepard (2005, pp. 199) described New York City asthma death rate is the highest in the United States,” whereas “a study by the USEPA in September 2002 found that ‘diesel fuel is a chronic respiratory hazard and [is] likely to be carcinogenic to humans by inhalation” (Tuhus – Dubrow, 2003, pp. 199), is all relatable to my research question. The Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964 claimed, “No person …United States shall, on the ground of race, color, or national origin, be excluded … participating …, be denied …benefit, or … subjected … discrimination under … program or activity receiving federal assistance” (Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964).
 However, yet still people of color living in certain areas of New York City are subjected to toxic and hazardous surrounding. I view this as environmental racism, because Johnson et al (2012, pp. 205) does not feel there is equity in representation for the communities that are suffering ailments as a result of toxic waste, since all social justice inquiries are being spearheaded by a segregated group of white males regardless of racial and political ideology present in the hallways of the U.S legislative and the White House.
Both authors are qualified in their specific field of public policy and administration, understanding race and ethnicity, as well as environmental justice, sociology and criminal justice. “This source is from a qualitative research, in which Johnson et al (2012, pp.197) estimated the population, according to the race, gender and class.” The authors main purpose was to determined, whether the West Harlem, NY community environmental justice movement – (WE ACT, 1988) were supported by the policy – Tittle VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, whereby working efficient in guarding the West Harlem residents against environmental racism and discrimination from governmental institutions. In trying achieved the answer that they needed, the authors (2012, pp. 198) focus their attention on environmental justice protest (We Act) against the construction of another bus depot, and questioned the significance of the 1964 policy in addressing the sitting of buses, in which that they believe is a hazardous living condition for the residents of Harlem, NY. In conclusion to the authors research, I find it to be helpful and compatible to my research question, because the Harlem based environmental justice group – We Act (2004) argued that “diesel emissions contribute to strokes, heart attacks and asthma (Johnson et al, 2012, pp.199),” an issue that explains my concern with the health crisis that is present in the Harlem, NY community.  
	Based on the source of this article, it demonstrates an unending battle for the environmental justice group (WE ACT), because it implies that the communities Harlem, NY are less supported and represented by governmental institution, as the authors acknowledges the We Act movement as a resilient group of individual, “whom refuse to settle for the injustice of a policy that impact their health and quality of life” (Johnson et al, 2012, pp. 212). Therefore, I see perceive this policy to be useless, and bias towards the community of Harlem, NY residents, in which the justice that the people need, will only come from the people themselves. 
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