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Cyber Crimes 
	Consumers of most digital and social media platforms stand increasingly exposed to information exposure following personal data on hundreds if not thousands of server computers around the globe. The account mentioned above comes with a somewhat expected increase in identity theft. Albeit inexistent fifty years ago, identity theft is a massive affair, where offenders use the wrong means to obtain and wrongly use an individual's information. Extortionists majorly target children and social media consumers as the world advance towards digitization. This essay seeks to discuss identity theft, what it entails, how it is perpetrated, the targeted victims and the prevention modes available to protect individuals from it.
	Identity theft happens when an individual assumes your character to commit fraud or any other crime; through using your personal information, e.g. credit card number and pin, names, emails, address and social security numbers. Personal information extortion can be done directly or indirectly. Direct modes of emotional information extortion encompass stealing purses and wallets. Such documents carry identity documents, steal bank documents, utility details, tax information, and acquire it from information that individuals share on social media, all intended to commit malice receiving it (Khan et al., 2017).
	Identity thieves can perform a majority of heinous deeds with stolen information. They can, for instance, borrow auto loans in your name or, worst still, call your creditor to change your mailing address on your credit card, establishing phone services to your phone which are charged to you, opening bank accounts in your name and opening new lines of credit cards. The above activities leave victims with prolonged stress habits, anxiety, and sleeping disorders. Some individuals either lose an employment chance or end up arrested in some severe cases before they can clear their names with law enforcement officers.
	Albeit insufficiency of modes to prevent theft of personal information, individuals can take prudent measures to reduce the risks. Using a strong password minimizes the risk of emotional information extortion. Features like password managers equip users with modes of choosing unique passwords then aids storage of the said passwords to ease recalling the passwords when the user wants them. Individuals should also avoid the reuse of passwords where an individual uses the same password for all accounts. They are exposed to even more incredible risks and grand theft when an information extortionist access this password (Delima, 2019). 
	It is advisable to think carefully about what you post on social media to avoid giving people malicious intent clues on answering your security questions. In the event of identity theft, individuals are counselled to place a fraud alert. Reports should be made to the fraud departments, followed by the closure of the accounts that you trust have been tampered with. Typically, it is easy to identify criminals who do 'shoulder surfing. The offender stands in a location close by, watching the victim punch in their details in their telephone cards. Individuals should learn to avoid spam messages since they put them at risk of information extortion and related crimes  (Alam, 2017).
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