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“Virginia Woolf's A Room of One's Own”
What do we learn about the state of affairs?
Through this piece of writing, Virginia Woolf attempts to highlight the state of affairs during this time. Through a feminist approach, Woolf tries to explore the history associated with women in literature. She employs a highly unconventional and rather provocative investigation of the social and material conditions required for the writing of literature. Wolf argues that women writers involved in literature need to have money and a room of their own, this is if they are to write fiction. Why did men drink wine and women's water? Why was one sex so prosperous and the other so poor? (Woolf 22).
In sense, having money according to Woolf's arguments, money offers financial freedom to the women's fictional writers while her own room would offer her space and life. To have the unhindered freedom top write, women fiction writers need to have money and a room. 




What are two of Woolf's important points in these two chapters?
As observed by Woolf, in chapter two she tries to engage history while trying to look for facts regarding the relationship between women and literature. “thus confident and enquiring, I set out in the pursuit of truth (Woolf 22). She is however disappointed at the fact that she is unable to find a tangible reason explaining why women are poorer than men. Her investigation into the Elizabethan period points to a deep connection between fiction writing and the living conditions of the women.
Woolf’s main arguments drawn from the two chapters indicate that women had few rights even though they possessed great personalities. In sense, she points to the patriarchal society during this era where women were disadvantaged and never attended school and were also married against their will. Her findings also reveal that even if a woman in this era could have written something, it could have remained anonymous.
Is "anger" negative and dangerous, or is "anger" sometimes necessary for change to take place?
Woolf realizes that the books she has been consulting are worthless since most of them were written, “were written in the red light of emotion and not in the white light of truth" (2.12). In her arguments, she contends that anger could be negative and dangerous too. For instance, she becomes angry because a ‘professor’ had in dispassionately written about the inferiority of women. Whatever the reason, the professor was made to look very angry and very ugly in my sketch, as he wrote his great book upon the mental, moral, and physical inferiority of women. She becomes angry at the professor’s arguments because he, himself had written angrily (Woolf 27).
She notes that had he presented his arguments more passionately, she would have tried to pay attention to the arguments outlined in the book. For this reason, it can be argued that anger is negative and dangerous. Her findings are indicative of the idea that men are angry even though they wield so much power. The anger of the men in society results in women's inferiority complex. She contends that women due to anger and the fear that power would be taken away, by men cause women to be powerless and subjugated.
How do you see gender roles, as depicted by Virginia Woolf? How do you see gender roles today?
The analysis of these two chapters reveals a man society where men had a superior feeling at the expense of women. Women were expected to conform to the social roles leaving no room for the development of talents. Generally, women were required to marry and bear children. The writer wonders whether women at this age were educated or even if they had sitting rooms from which they could write. Men could however do their things undisturbed. Woolf reveals that women other than childbearing could have been held up to domestic errands and duties. This in sense, meant a distraction to their desire to write fiction. “I asking why women did not write poetry in the Elizabethan age, and I am not sure how they were educated; whether they were taught to write; whether they had sitting-rooms to themselves” (Woolf 38).
In contemporary society today, gender roles have changed with women acquiring education, financial freedom, and space.  Conditions for the women in contemporary society have since changed from that of the Elizabethan period. Women now have full access to equal opportunities as the men and their impacts in the society have continued to be felt as well their contribution to culture. Education has enabled women to acquire financial and intellectual independence hence the freedom to engage in any role of their choice.
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