Respond to discussion board question (250 words)
What are the three ways that media persuade audiences? Which of the functions is most effective in influencing audiences? Give a specific example from the entertainment or news industries to illustrate your explanation.




Student Response

*Each response must be at least 160 words*

Shania Response
[bookmark: _GoBack]The media is run by six major corporations; Walt Disney, Viacom, GE, CBS, News Corporation, and Time Warner. (Breakingtheset, 2013) The media has three effects on persuasion: as a channel, gatekeeper, and advocate. (Borchers, 2013) There are the main ways that the media persuades its audiences. First, as a channel, the media persuades us to adopt a particular way of seeing content. Second, as gatekeepers, the media determines what news is brought to the public attention. Third, as advocates, they generate persuasive messages with the stated intent of persuading audiences. (Borchers, 2013) When the media is playing the role as a channel, making the audience view a particular event in the way that they want it to be seen is the most effective way of influencing its audiences. For example, two incidents that happened just recently the media portrayed two fathers in different ways. One father who murdered his family is portrayed with family photos and his name. The other father who killed someone who was trying to force himself onto his daughter is portrayed with a mugshot, not any photos of him and his daughter and his name never made headlines he was labeled as "dad". This goes to show how the media shows us their version of the story and how they want us to interpret it. 
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Carol’s Response
Ancient Greeks like Aristotle identified the three main elements of persuasion as ethos, logos, and pathos. I think that the media/news and entertainment business use this same type of persuasion today to convince consumers or sway their opinions in some way. Ethos, the media uses this method to convince their audience that they are credible and ethical making them believe the stories that are presented by speaking with authority and authenticity for many that person’s credibility has to earned and often is not enough to convince very intelligent people that they are telling the truth. In addition, Logos, need to appeal to that audience logical side. For example, a well-organized speaker on the news with a logical flow can convince a percentage of the population to believe anything when people start to take things for granted. For example, America could go down in the history books as a country that went to hell in a hand basket on the burdens of certain people beliefs that are reported in the media. Pathos. Appeal to our emotional side the entertainment media has the ability to take our minds on a journey that transcends the audience imaginations that might effect cognition and behaviors of people that are not computer literate, or tech-savvy in the 21st century. Media appeals to the masses through visual images, auditory symbols, and music. Never the less the media persuade us through programming, news and advertising (Borchers, 2013).
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