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Diaries of War
15 October 1952
Dear diary,
My first year in the Army has been tougher than anything I have ever imagined. This war is unlike any other the United States has experienced in the past. We just ended a month-long battle very close to the 38th Parallel which separates North and South Korea and ultimately came out victorious. We lost many men throughout this battle but ultimately won after a month of constant battling.
The war was a united nation initiative. We were sent here alongside our partners the French military force. The Chinese tried their best to try and help North Korea to attack South Korea to spread their political ideology of Communism. Well, you know how it can get bad when two countries are attacking one, and that is the reason why we were sent here, to help in stopping that war. Our Major General Clovis Byer is a brilliant man and helped us greatly to make reasonable attacks. We are also being led by a second infantry division General known as Thomas Shazo. However, the communists too were receiving orders from a powerful general called Wenfang Luo.
Let me narrate how the war went down. We started the Battle of Heartbreak Ridge in hopes to fight the spread of Communism in North Korea. Several trenches had been set up in the Heartbreak Ridge by the North Koreans with the help of Chinese troops. The war was tough for us in the initial days, but the support we received from our air forces served greatly to weaken our enemies. Mostly, wore lasted for the entire daytime and in a few days, we found ourselves fighting at night. I can, in great pain, say we both suffered in the first week. Many of my brothers in arms died within the past month but they made the ultimate sacrifice to protect our country against the enemy.
The war, for this reason, was quite regular. We were able to destroy all of the supply routes to North Korea and win this battle of attrition. Although we lost many men, we won the battle strategically and tactically as well. Our goal of keeping the spread of Communism from reaching South Korea was accomplished through the days of long and grueling battles that were won through our military superiority in the air and on the ground. Through the combination of our tactics on the ground and the aerial bombing from the Air Force, we had clear superiority in all areas which led us to victory.
16 October 1952
Dear Diary,
The war in Korea left me wondering why Humans have to be brutal at times. The impact it left in my life will be unforgettable. Bill, one of my friends in the troop, who had a wife lost his life alongside tens of thousands of other soldiers. I was fortunate to have come out of this battle alive and successful and I still plan on putting my life on the line for my country for the duration of this war. We were able to speak to the world how much the United Nations was willing to undergo in the quest to prevent such acts.
Being my first experience, I have been able to put theory into action. All that I was taught in the camps have become vivid, with reality hitting me like a loss of friends. I have had a lot to tell you about this war. The feeling constantly changed from me feeling like all I want to fight for is my life to realizing the fact that I am fighting for my people.
Furthermore, the communist had most areas from which they could launch assaults taken from them as a way to push them away. Through the war, we have been able to ensure that North Korea will not be able to unite with South Korea forcefully to preach communism. This being my first war, taught me a lot especially the fact that it involved twisted emotions involving loss of friends as well as winning the war. However, I am glad to have been part of the people who stood to fight against our enemy, makes me feel important to some extent.
10 January 1953
Dear diary,
Not even a year has ended since the war in Korea here is another one. The war at Korea was a bit regular and we were in it to help a country against manipulation by another, however, in this time we are in the Philippine jungles helping them to fight a rebellion. The HUKS have become our common enemy, this time round they are rebelling against their government and their president. I hate seeing countries at war with themselves. Although the war had been there for quite a while this was my first day on the ground fighting against the notorious HUKS.
The communist rebellious group had gained power and support in various places across Philippine and I was sure they were stronger than thought. They have been having victorious plans that have threatened the government over time. Well during this whole time, the war has been hard to control, and hence we were asked to intervene, I wasn’t quite sure what we were going to do.
Hypothetically, the Philippine government sounds to me as weaker than the belligerent group. Communism has become something most people in these regions are willing to fight for. On arrival we have been told to be sensitive for this was not an American war but we were just trying to help a government against the inception of communism against the will of their government.
17 January 1953
Dear diary,
A week down the line since we entered the swampy jungles of the Philippine. I am tired, injured, and not in the mood to wage war due to fatigue. I miss home. Everything out here in the jungle is hostile, even the scorch sun seems to support the communistic idea of the Philippines. Unlike Korea, war is irregular and mostly we are caught unaware. The feeling is weird, that we are fighting against a group in their own country, but this is exactly what we signed up for, to protect the people. The spread of communism was going to hurt our country and hence it was our duty to stop it.
Having lost a couple of teammates am now sure the war is a bit hostile than I thought. However, our main function in this place was to offer support to the Philippine troops. Waking them every morning and training them with the latest technology of weapons at our disposal. We understand clearly the enemy is stronger, more strategic, and has more public appeal in some places.
I am beginning to understand the difference between war against fellow soldiers and war against rebels. The rebels are more hostile and with no tolerance, no matter what they do they are ready to die. In the thick bushes, JUSMAG has been supplying ammunition while we keep on training these troops on various tactics and especially the use of more powerful ammunitions which we have provided them with. We hope that this war ends soon, it has taken quite longer than I thought. The Korean one was quick and orderly this one is more time consuming and very irregular to an extent we are not sure what to expect.
17 November 1965
Dear diary,
Since I’ve been in the jungle with my men for a couple of weeks now, we just saw our first days of the war in Vietnam. General Westmoreland thought it would be a good idea to parachute out of a helicopter into the Ia Drang valley. I was in the First Cavalry Division, we were the first to load the chopper in anticipation of war. There was an eerie feeling amongst my platoon as we loaded up the choppers a few days ago, we were right to feel this way, as soon as our feet hit the ground in the valley 3 days ago we were under heavy PAVN fire. Before I knew it, I had lost half my squad, and couldn’t hear anything except my inner voice telling me to get the hell out of there and retreat.
I saw the entire tree line engulfed in flames and my morale completely changed, it was like a breath of fresh air and I thought to myself, we’re going to win this war with a guy like Westmoreland. This was a taste for what was to come to this war, I had been in Korea, and the JUSMAG in the Philippines, but I had never seen anything like Vietnam. I’ve been thinking about the battle, and it terrifies me.
They knew the terrain too well, and they didn’t value life as much as me and my comrades did. Although we won this battle, I'm scared of what's to come, I don't know if I'm going to make it out of this one. Well, I believe a soldier desires to defend his country and people even if it meant dying and sacrificing oneself for the people. That has been my bottom-line thought.
I am hoping the war will end soon; however, it pauses a contradiction as time goes by. The one thing that is dreading me so much is the fierce nature of these Vietnamese, making me wonder if they have children they would want to go back to. No one in the rebellious guys seems to be terrified or in fear of facing death. 
21 May 1969
Dear diary,
I’ve been in the jungle of Vietnam for a couple of years now, all of the days seem to run together and almost all of my platoon men have been KIA. The past 10 days have been the worst 10 days of my life, my body aches, I've been shot, and even though we won the battle it feels like we lost. We were supposed to reach the summit within a couple of hours but we underestimated how many PAVN troops were atop of the hill. I realized after the first two-gun fights, what we were up against, my commanding officer continuously called in airstrikes for air support but the jungle was too thick, he wasn’t doing enough damage. After 10 days of battling uphill, we had finally pushed the PAVN off of the hill.
The PAVN have shown no tolerance in the ten days, having attacked our ambassador’s office and several media. These offensives are generally capturing funny attention from the world and we are facing the most dreadful times of our life. A few of my fellow men have been injured just like me, and we are not sure who will survive and who will die. It is indeed funny how the Vietnamese are viewing this war. Although they are sure they cannot be able to win it, they are still struggling to fight us.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have received support from South Vietnam but it is vivid that the enemy just wants us to fight longer. I can tell from the look of things that they accept the fact that we are strong and do not look to win either. Their main aim is to increase our causalities with the hope that we will find it unbearable and exit. 
What matters right now is making sure I get out of these jungles alive. The war has become more meaningless since the Vietnamese aren’t even valuing their own life. What they want is for us to assume the war is not winnable. I hope our generals will be able to conclude that we exit this war that sounds unending to me before it all goes bad. However, hopes are still high since we have done this before in Korea and other parts.
13 March 1992
Dear Diary,
Life brings and takes away a lot. I am now old and peacefully living in my ranch. I remember the days before I retired when every day was marked with war. I cannot forget the first war in Korea, in which much was shown from different soldiers while others lost their lives in the mystery of Heartbreak. It was indeed a heart-breaking experience, I can but say little about the Philippine experience in which all we did day in day out was training the soldiers to fight against the rebels known as HUKS. My worst war was in Vietnam against the PAVN. These people knew no fear and all they wanted was to strongly fight until we withdraw. There I was shot but luckily recovered later. Today is a good day to see the fruits of what we fought for in all the wars of my youth.




