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Review of ‘Dispatches’ by Michael Herr
Dispatches is an interesting book by Michael Herr which gives details about the Vietnam War as witnessed by the author. The title of the book is expository to the reader whose curiosity is raised by what dispatches could be meaning. Upon a closer and deeper look into the content in the book, the importance of the title comes to light evidenced by the disclosure of the information of how Herr found himself in Vietnam. As he explains in the book, he was exceptionally sent by his company to perform the task of covering the events of the Vietnam War that had hit the universal headlines. He presented himself as being ‘dispatched’ to take the assignment.
 The title could also mean the many men that had been deployed as soldiers during the war; they are presented as being released from the training grounds direct to the field where they were supposed to execute their trainings in actual battle. Also, the title could be having a deeper meaning to show how the arms and ammunition were acquired and distributed to various points across the battle field.  The spread of information of the war tactics shared among the soldiers was also done like a package, first shared to a small group  of senior before being disseminated to other regions of the wars. 
The dispatches could also mean the distribution of food to the soldiers on the ground. During the war, food for the soldiers was supplied in large amounts after a particular time as an estimation that would last to the next supply. 
 The title could also have meant the way civilians were evacuated in groups from time to time. The Vietnam War was not fought at a single time, the targets kept shifting from time to time, from city to city and for the civilians, when their residential area was identified as the target and may be even hit then they would all move to other safer places to seek asylum.
The book is set in Vietnam with all the characters playing most of their roles in and around Vietnam. The motive of travelling is only shown when the author explains his journey from Vietnam to America and back to Vietnam even after the first operation. Michael Herr started writing the book after returning from the war but had a breakdown after 18 months. He stopped writing the book from 1971 to 1975. During the period described in the book the war in Vietnam was at its peak with the attack and destruction of major centers. He took eight years to write the book which is too long because he was afraid of finishing the book. The publication was done in 1977.
The characters in the book include the author who gives his narration in the first person perspective. This stylistic brings out the reality part of the story and the reader is easily convinced that whatever is contained in the book is actually what happened. The characters share different nationalities with Herr being the American who interacts so well with the Vietnamese. Despite the difference in ethnicity, they seem to share and enjoy moments together. He is welcomed and well accommodated as part of the team. He is also privileged to interview even the highest ranked soldiers in the frontline.         .
The plot of the book manifests a smooth flow of events with every character sticking to their roles and each working in coordination to enhance the themes in the narrative. The narration begins with the author explaining how he was offered the task to go work in the war torn area with the assumption that the war was a television war and that was the medium that could tell the story. He however did not like the idea at first knowing too well that even the soldiers in the field as armed as they were were being killed in the battle field. Initially a war journalist is supposed to look for safer areas from which they can cover the embattled areas and still maintain their safety. To some extent, they are supposed to stay undercover and should not be known to be covering the scenes of war since to some extent the soldiers or rather a government could not want to be covered during war. Despite being in cognizance with all these, the author decides to do everything differently maybe by so doing he would be better placed to get information and at the same time be able to maintain his security. Therefore, he decides to do everything differently from how they were done previously by being in the middle of action: travelling with the troops and going out in missions. 
He decided to make friends with the soldiers and to live among them, that way he would feel secure and protected. He became too close with them and they also made sure he was safe always as he tried to cover all the information he would get. In the course of the interactions, he was able to learn a lot of things including simple defensive tricks in the battle field. Also, befriending the soldiers could have him hear of certain few secrets about the battle, giving him ideas for the next topic to cover.
The author sends his findings to his work station back at the US as he also gets feedback of any ongoing talks between the two governments. Upon receiving the news, the company then takes it upon them to inform the public. The author would cover all battles as he accompanied the soldiers to the fights and they provided enough cover for him. His two major works are the   Tet offensive and the siege of Khe San.               . 
He narrates how he had been at Khe San on a helicopter before the major attack on the city. He proudly narrates how he had interviewed the seniors in the frontline and how the whole event took place. He explains how the US marines had realized the establishment and the expansion of the army barracks by the PAVN Army and knew exactly that Khe San would be the next target of attack and therefore the Marines got ready and prepared properly. Eventually, the NVA made their threats to strike real by seriously attacking the mariner’s main stores and blowing up the armory for the the mariners. After the attack, the mariners and the rival wing of the Vietnamese army decided to work tooth and nail to ensure that they revenge for their loss.
In vengeance, some months later, the North Vietnamese Army launched an attack on more than ten cities controlled by the South Vietnamese by hitting most of the tents belonging to the soldiers in an aim of killing and weakening it so as to have the total control of Vietnam. The author gives these shocking experiences in his book.
The author laments in pain how he observed the the soldiers risking their lives for the sake of the nation and even demands that they should be rewarded handsomely. In a very bitter tone he explains how the same people he had tried to live with were never giving up and even when one was injured, they would always work to secure them. The soldiers also went and exposed themselves to the rebel’s hideouts not knowing exactly where the criminals would emerge from thereby putting their lives at risk.
The mood promoted in the novel is a somber one and in as much as the author tries to include humor in his words, he still categorically states the reality of the situation at ground . He talks of the poor living conditions that the soldiers had to subject themselves to for the sake of their safety. He gives an illustration of the trenches that the soldiers dug to the fence to make sure that just in case of an attack on their premises, they were still safe inside the trenches.
Michael Herr mentions Tim Page, a photographer several times in this book. He is a unique and an inspirational character to many in the book. Tim Page went to Vietnam as a photographer at the age of twenty. He had not been much of a photographer before the war but he would go to places that other photographers wouldn’t. he was first shot in July 1965 but still continued with his work. He got his second hit in the Buddhist riots in 1966 where his head head was hit and he was expected to be paralyzed on his left side. He was very dedicated to his work and that aspect had to be expressed in the book.
In conclusion, Dispatches, from the discussion above is prove that it is an excellent book as prepared by Michael Herr. The book covers in a very unique and unforgettable way the encounters of the Vietnam War. He perfectly gives the narration in a simple way that is easy to understand to the readers and the reader can easily identify with the story, getting contemplative and being empathetic to the soldiers and all the affected civilians. It is surely an exemplary must read book for any person interested in historical novels. The author, though dead, left a legacy historical record of the events during the war.
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