Disguise not only plays and important role in almost all genres of plays, novels, poems and essays, but also in the society. Characters in plays as well as people in the society often disguise themselves in order to misdirect others or simply achieve their hidden agendas. However, as one disguises deceive others either intentionally or not, they also engage in self-deception. Self-deception is one of the most subtle form of deception that is always portrayed in the various works and in real life. In his play, “the twelfth night”, William Shakespeare has portrayed self-deception through both major and minor characters.  Most of the characters in the play are afflicted with the malady of self-deception. Through their constant role playing and performance of his characters, the play writer depicts how one can be susceptible to his or her own disguise.  
Among the characters who fell into self-deception through disguise is Olivia. She used her excessive morning of her brother to reject Orsino saying that she will not marry or rather love for another seven years. However, Olivia was deceiving herself because when Cesario arrived she immediately fell in love with him.  Probably Olivia feared what might happen if she lets herself be married by Orsino. May be she recognizes that Orsino’s love was deep unlike hers (as we learnt later when she became intimate with various character in the play) and so she did not want to hurt his feelings. Like Olivia, people in real life often disguise themselves so as to avoid various situations. For instance, in this era of internet and social media, people often hide their real selves and portray themselves in a totally different ways especially in the social media. One such people are the introverts. Most of the introverts portray themselves opposite to their characters. They are ‘talkative’ and social in the social media while in reality they are shy. By showing a different character from their real one, people such as the introverts lie both to themselves and other in the social media platforms. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Another character who portrays self-deception is Viola, a woman who disguises as man as she embarks on searching for her brother after their ship was washed away during a storm. Viola may have disguised her identity to deceive others and protect herself from sexual violence and other maltreatments directed towards women, but in the process she was lying to herself that she was save and that she could actually be able to protect herself if such situations arises. If people could have known that she was a woman and tried to attack her or rape could she have defended herself? It is doubtful. As mention, People have integrated disguise and deception into the society. The two subjects have been ‘adopted’ in the political arena. Political leaders regularly hide their real interests and misdirect public thinking as an end to their means. The politicians do not realize that they are also deceiving themselves as sometimes the public and other relevant authorities become keen and so, the political class fails to achieve their hidden interests. Additionally, the politicians see themselves as untouchable by others and sometimes the law because of their political seats and positions.  However, if caught, for instance, for misusing their offices will they be able to deal with the consequences? Just like Viola’s case, it is doubtful that they will have power to protect themselves from the consequences such as lawsuits and probably jail term. Misdirection also is an interesting concept in the world of magic. While magicians try to deceive their audience through tricks they trick themselves that their tricks cannot be seen by the audience.  Just like Orsino who sees himself as “one self-same king" of Olivia's Perfections. 
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