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According to the article “The Flight from Marriage”, Traditionally marriage in Asia was viewed as universal with men and women expected to enter into marriage at a very early age and only a tiny percentage having children out of wedlock. The article stipulates that this has not changed entirely with the conservatives still holding on to the belief that marriage is the bedrock of society and that women can only find happiness in marriage. Europe, on the other hand, was different, with more than 50% of births in Sweden and Iceland by 2008 being out of wedlock. However, the views on traditional marriage in Asia is changing. 
First, the article explains that Over the years, Asia has changed with men and women getting married at an older age, and some not getting married at all. As of 2010, 21% of women of ages 35-39 in Taiwan were unmarried while in Britain and the US, the percentage of unmarried women in their late thirties was considerably lower (13-15%). Divorce, which was more common in the US and among European countries in the past, has recently become more prevalent in Asia. In the past, the rate was 1 per 1000 persons, but now it’s 2.
Second, the article explains that Education among Asian women has had a significant impact on the view of universal marriage. Education has changed women expectations on what their lives can be. Educated women, as a result, have fewer potential partners since they don’t want to marry men of lower standards and also feel that one can survive without marriage. Traditionally the idea was to marry up which one no longer needs to do because they can now support themselves and thus some avoid marriage altogether. The article also mentions that Sex-selective abortion, i.e. abortion of female fetuses, has also had a significant influence on universal marriage. It has resulted in the male population in Asia is higher than the female population; this alone has made universal marriage impossible and led to an increase in foreign marriages.
The article explains that, despite the recent changes in universal marriage in Asia, the public opinion on the household roles of a married woman has not changed. Even though they have attained higher education and have higher incomes, their social-economic status remains lower than that of men. Unlike men, people expect women to give up work once they are married to take care of their children until they are grown. They also view them as the sole caregivers, and despite having their full-time jobs are expected to do more than thirty hours of household work, unlike men who contribute three hours of household work. These alone can make women choose their jobs over getting married. 
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While it is true that the social attitude on the roles of women in marriage can force women to choose their careers over family life, it doesn't necessarily follow that all the educated women will make the same choice. Some may end up choosing family life due to factors such as family background and fear of public condemnation. Those raised in conservative homes despite being educated believe that family responsibility is more important than any job responsibilities and would end up choosing marriage over their careers. 
Micklethwait’s claim that highly educated women have fewer potential partners’ rests upon the questionable assumption that the numbers of educated men in Asia have not been rising the same as those of women. Just like the number of educated Asian women has increased over the years, so as the number of learned Asian men. These means that the increasing number of educated women though delineated by the uneducated lower-income men, they can be married by the increasing number of educated men.
