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13th Documentary Reflection Essay
The documentary 13th is based on the American 13th amendment which was put in place as an end of slavery in the country. However, the film perceives this amendment, not as an end of slavery but an officiator of a new form of the slaver. The amendment ends with a quote that states, no one is supposed to be held captive but only those who are criminals. For this reason, therefore, the newly "freed" group of African America were yet to see a whole new wave of legal slavery, which was Incarceration. The only thing that their enemy had to do was to criminalize them and make them slaves again. 
The film takes the viewer over a long historical path through which how black men were incarcerated over very minor mistakes are well articulated and the director evokes memories with disturbing images. The interviewees are also kept in settings that appear like prisons to awaken the feeling of this new kind of slavery. The documentary further tells about the loophole in the 13th amendment. The birth of a nation is another thing that is well brought to the film for what it was. Through this, the black man was told as nothing but a strong and sexually potent creature, and that the whites were the only ones who were possibly human.
DuVernay, the director, then takes the audience to the current matter at hand which is the Black Lives Matter movement which has risen as a result of police brutality and merciless killing of innocent black Americans. 13th creates an uncomfortable situation when DuVernay casts the killings of several black Americans and a sudden screen full of people who had been killed by the law and order system appears on the screen. The documentary sheds light on the issue of the Black Lives Matter movement which has been a trendy hashtag of late. 13th tells through one of the interviews that if black lives at any point can matter to other races then it would not be just blacks who will enjoy freedom but all other races.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The documentary further explains that the Black Lives Matter movement is unstoppable. One of the interviewees states that it has no location and it is not a person who can be incarcerated and neither can it be shot. The film too explains where it all began by explaining how black Americans have been receiving injustice in the face of the legal system not forgetting stories like how President Trump executed five young black Americans for a death sentence in something, they were innocent. The movie leaves the viewer with a glimmer of hope that one of these days the African Americans will become free. DuVernay believes that even after the thirteenth amendment, which was law mend to set the black Americans free, these group has not been free due to the second part of the law that provided a loophole for them to be enslaved again. The recent mistreatments too will stop according to DuVernay because Black Lives Matter. 
