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Introduction
Dating generally means spending time with someone you are interested in, with certain expectations. However, different people have different expectations when it comes to dating. For instance, some people date with the intention of mutual enjoyment while others date with the goal of trying to know each other better. Dating has evolved over the years. We can now find a date at the tap of our phone screens. This change has its ups and downs, whether it be appearance or how someone could pretend to be someone else. 
Similarities and Differences between Online and Traditional Dating
Online dating offers a number of ways of getting to know a potential date before face to face meeting, especially for people with trouble talking or those with social anxiety. Online communication in dating allows for safe space and convenient interactions with the other person without much risk or time commitment. However, since communication in online dating lacks the information that one can pick up in a face-to-face interactions, it is much harder to evaluate a potential match (Almeda p. 5). On the other hand, in traditional dating, since people meet in person, it becomes much easier to get to know the other person especially through the conversations had, and thus it is much easier to see if there is chemistry between the two individuals and whether the two will continue seeing each other.
In traditional dating, a person can easily tell the other person’s character since they meet face to face, unless the other person is intentionally hiding their character. However, this take much more time, since it takes more three or more dates to get know and understand someone’s character quite clearly. In contrast, with online dating it might be much harder to get to know the other person’s character behind the screen. Most people in online dating pretend to be someone they are not and this may frustrate the other person upon meeting face to face or when they take their relationship to the next level. However, some people find it much better to gauge a person’s character behind the screen, as they are able to narrow it down to only the people they are interested in, and thus saving them time that could have been spent if it was done in the traditional manner (Blog). 
With traditional dating, the first impressions mean so much. It mainly relies with finding the other person attractive to the eye first. When it comes to appearances, traditional dating has an advantage over online dating since meeting up with a person one can clearly see the whole body of the other person without anything being hidden. While with online dating, someone can easily deceive the other person. There are people who catfish others through online dating using photos of completely different people. This makes online dating somewhat unsafe since one is not sure of who the person behind the screen is. For example, there are people who use pictures of people of the opposite gender, while others use photos that are not current or those that so not display their true looks (Contributing Write).
Conclusion 
Having seen how online and traditional dating contrast, we can conclude that different people have their preferred form of dating. Most people believe that online dating is just as successful as traditional dating. However, online dating is replacing the traditional way of dating and a study carried out by the University of Chicago proves that meeting people online is much better than traditional dating ("Here’s why online dating is as good as traditional dating, if not better!," 2020). 
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