

[bookmark: _GoBack]Although I agree that every person should have the full control over the treatment procedure that they intend to undergo, I do not support bilateral mastectomy procedure as medical preventative procedure for any person with identified genetic predisposition for breast cancer. 
Genetic markers used to flag the possibility of developing breast cancer such BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes have other DNA repair functions and as a result, their appearance is not a negative factor but also a positive one (Tutt & Ashworth, 2002). Consequently, the presence of such genes without any empirical evidence of their aberrations should not be an adequate reason to subject such patients to the expensive bilateral mastectomy procedure.
Moreover, inherited mutations of both BRCA1 and BRCA2 genes has only contributed to only 5 to 10 percent of all recorded breast cancer case. When taking each respective gene into consideration, only 20 to 25 percent of breast cancer cases are caused by BRCA1 mutations and only 45 percent of breast cancer cases are caused by BRCA2 gene mutations (Chanock & Ostrander, 2018). These figures imply that carriers a large probability of not even developing breast cancer even when they are diagnosed with the markers. 
In summation, although bilateral mastectomy helps to reduce death due to breast cancer, the procedure is expensive and painful. Women who undergo through this procedure also need radiation therapy and/or chemotherapy after the surgery which is expensive and detrimental to their general health (Wapnir et al, 2017). Due to the given definite adverse effects of bilateral mastectomy, I hold the opinion that the procedure should not be performed to individual as occurrence of its genetic markers is not a definitive indicator that such carriers will develop breast cancer.
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