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Critical Analysis #2
Oscar Wilde discusses the impact of realism on art and nature in The Decay of Living, his essay. Wilde explores the connections between art, history, nature, lying, and observation to determine their significance in how people analyze art and history in the modern day. This essay is the focus of analysis as it explores a unique theme in the human understanding of life and art. The essay is titled as “An Observation” but it is a dialogue clearly between Cyril and Vivian who are the two characters. Vivian represents the opinions of the author on realism and truth, while Cyril adopts a more balanced stance on the ideas being discussed by Vivian. It is Cyril who keeps Vivian in check by regularly keeping the dialogue in line and requesting Vivian to be consistent in his discussions. Through this dialogue, Wilde aims to show how realism has corrupted the way people look at art as a society now concludes that art imitates life rather than life imitating art. Wilde describes art as a wonderful kind of lying which was faced with an increasing threat of being crippled by realism.
To prove this argument, several steps will be taken to analyze how Wilde presents his ideas. The first step is to identify how the nature of his writing supplements his perspective on life and art. The essay is presented as an observation but it is evidently a dialogue, and even the dialogue is not truly a dual conversation as Vivian is the one who speaks for the majority of the essay. The second step is to determine the impact of lying on modern understanding and appreciation of art. The third step is to consider the idea presented by Wilde that all ideas are based on misinterpretations of other ideas. This concept underlines his view that the original meaning of a work of art should never stay the same if the artwork is to be truly appreciated. The fourth step is to explore the belief by Wilde that “if we take nature to mean natural simple instinct as opposed to self-conscious culture, the work produced under this influence is always old-fashioned and out of date” (Wilde, 2010). These steps will allow for a definitive argument of the stronger influence of art on life rather life on art. 
The essay is a dialogue between Cyril and Vivian, who discuss the ideas of Wilde as presented through the words of Vivian. Vivian informs Cyril that he has been working on an article titled “The Decay of Lying: A Protest”, and engages Cyril in a lengthy discussion of how life imitates art. Vivian goes to the aestheticism defense and embraces the art theory for the sake of art. Four main doctrines is what this holds: art only expresses  itself and not anything else, from the life and nature returning, it’s all where bad art comes from, art is imitated far more by life than life is imitated by life and the art purpose that is proper is lying as the telling of untrue things that are beautiful. Vivian argues that life consistently tries to copy art because it sees the perfection in art. Throughout the defense of his perspective on life and art, Vivian maintains the argument that life attempts to reproduce the perfection that art effortlessly depicts in itself. The essay holds that the future of society is too realistic and lie telling is incapable. Telling of untrue things that are beautiful is what lying throughout the essay is defined. It is considered that the best way of building a world is lying which is more fascinating and joyful than the world that realism presents to society. The underlying point made by Wilde through Vivian is that the modern artist loses his power when he loses the power and begins to embrace accuracy and realism. 
Wilde uses a unique style of writing to drive his point about the impact of art on life. The decision not to follow a normal or easily identifiable style of writing is intentionally made to highlight how his view is not similar to other normal perspectives of life and art in society. Cyril is used as a general representation of the society while Vivian represents Wilde himself. Cyril only contributes simplistic statements and most of his contributions are meant to spur Vivian into going into further detail about his points or to make Vivian stay on the course of the discussion. The fact that Vivian constantly disagrees with Cyril is meant to show that Wilde disagrees with a significant proportion of ideas which were held by society at the time. Wilde incorporates the Socratic dialogue to enhance the argument he makes about imagination and versatility. Wilde also uses this form of dialogue because it creates a clear contrast between the light-hearted and rigid styles of dialogue that exist in the literature. His intention was to show that there is an argument for the superiority of one over the other in artistic terms. The rigid dialogue is an effort to reproduce the speech styles of people in everyday life but it is evident that it is not as intriguing as other unconventional literary forms. The effect of absorbing both rigid and unconventional styles of dialogue simultaneously makes the reader develop an emotional connection to the ideas presented in the essay. Wilde shows his versatility and creativity as a writer by using this antiquated form of writing. It supports his idea that a person involved in the arts can be most true to himself when he seems to be another individual. Lying is presented as a benefit to the artist as it enables a person to create a more fascinating world.
Wilde explores the idea that all art is a wonderful and lying form that is imaginative. The proper art aim is said to be telling of things that are untrue and beautiful. "As one knows the poet by his fine music, so one can recognize the liar by his rhythmic utterance, and in neither case will the casual inspiration of the moment suffice. Here, as elsewhere, the practice must precede perfection” (Wilde, 2010). Wilde criticizes the artists who are so determined to incorporate the real world into their art that it destroys their individuality and makes their works of art lack appeal to the audience. Those who create artworks end up creating uninspired works while writers end up sounding like official government reports. Wilde presents true art as a form of lying which rejects the restrictions of reality and instead fosters fascinating creations from the imagination of all kinds of artists. “Many a young man starts in life with a natural gift for exaggeration which, if nurtured in congenial and sympathetic surroundings, or by the imitation of the best models, might grow into something really great and wonderful” (Wilde, 2010). His argument in favor of an emphasis on aesthetics is centered on the idea that art is the beauty that is complex and not the truth that is simple which can be accomplished through exaggeration, selection, and overemphasis.
Wilde believes that art can be many things, but it is not one particular thing that people are necessarily interested in. This is identified as a good thing because it allows people to find meaning in a subject. The true character of a work of art is diminished or even lost completely when the artist favors realism over imagination and wonder. Wilde uses Vivian to declare his view that all ideas are simply misinterpretations of other ideas. Cyril poses occasional questions about the ideas being presented by Vivian and he is rebuffed on several occasions as Vivian points out that all ideas are developed through an already existing concept, no matter how minute the influence of the first idea on the second. When an individual such as Vivian tries to explain any idea that he holds to be true in his mind, it is still an interpretation of another idea. It means that ideas are consistently misconstrued in one way or another by the individual trying to explain it. This is a basic fact of life and the cycle goes on seemingly in an endless manner. “Art begins with abstract decoration, with purely imaginative and pleasurable work dealing with what is unreal and non-existent. This is the first stage. Then life becomes fascinated with this new wonder and asks to be admitted into the charmed circle" (Wilde, 2010). Art then recreates life from the existing rough material and turns it into new forms. Wilde uses the witty style employed by Vivian to highlight how ideas drive people to believe in something or pursue meaning in life. The author notes that a great artist is one who invents a type, which life tries to copy. Since human beings are seemingly involved in an endless cycle of ideas and misinterpretations of ideas, it is more likely that life imitates art as it tries to copy that invention. Wilde argues that up to art life holds the mirror, and tries to reproduce some imagined strange type by a painter, sculptor or a writer. This is the reason why children can read comic books and engage in behaviors which match those of their favorite superhero. An expression desire is what they always have and numerous forms are always offered by art through which there can be accomplishing of expression.
Nature is self-conscious culture and it can provide meaning to the most obsolete items around us. The comic style used by Wilde combines well with the unconventional Vivian when the characters engage in a discussion about nature. Wilde aims to prove that nature imitates art, which is the exact opposite of contemporary thinkers and the broader society believed to be true. He argues that if not for art, people would appreciate the fog that covered London or the silver mists which hovered over rivers and other water bodies in the region. Wilde attributes the appreciation of these elements of nature to art. This argument by Wilde supports his belief that looking at something does not necessarily equate to seeing that thing. Art is able to provide meaning to things such as fog and mist, things which would otherwise go unnoticed or unappreciated. The author points out that people see fog and mist not because they exist, but because people have been taught by poets and painters the loneliness that is mysterious about those things. This statement asserts that those things did not exist until art invented them. Art also has an effect on how society views certain elements of nature. “When I look at a landscape I cannot help seeing all its defects. It is fortunate for us, however, that nature is so imperfect, as otherwise we should have had no art at all” (Wilde, 2010).  Overemphasis is used by Wilde to highlight how too much focus on a specific element can make people become disinterested in it. Sunsets are an example of how something beautiful can lose its appeals if its effect is repeated too many times. The beauty of a sunset was covered so many times throughout history that it has become old-fashioned in modern times. It shows how nature imitates art in that it becomes more fascinating and beautiful when art offers the same effects. 
The presence of Cyril and behavior exhibited by him are used by Wilde to ensure that Vivian does not get lost in his own inconsistencies. Cyril frequently asks him short, guiding questions such as which audience Vivian is aiming his argument at or what subject he is discussing. These actions force Vivian to clearly explain each point and consider the impact of his words, rather than just going on a monologue about his ideas. Vivian is evidently a learned man and is intelligent enough to engage in a debate about art, life, history, nature, and other important topics associated with humans. However, Wilde shows that thinkers like Vivian need people like Cyril to ensure that there is consistency in thought and argument. The only way Vivian can complete his article is if he remains consistent, which he states that he no intention of doing. His interaction with Cyril convinces him to be more consistent and to win over another person through the content of the argument. This is an idea that Wilde seemingly recommends for the real world. His belief that life imitates art is shown in how Vivian believes that any century except his own is subject that is suitable. A person may try to express himself but needs another person or contradicting view to keep his argument concise and consistent. 
The argument that realism is interfering with the intended impact of art has been proven by the analysis of how life, lying, and nature interact with art. It is evident that life imitates art because people constantly try to copy the perfection and fascination captured in different works of art. Nature has been shown to similarly imitate art in that the appeal of its elements seems to depend on art to remain relevant or wonderful. The skill of lying is one that Wilde recommends more writers to adopt because it allows for the creation of a fascinating and imaginative world where the writer can engage in any topic and in any way he pleases. The argument for less emphasis on realism in art is important because it provides an effective means through which artists can enhance their creativity and impact on society. A potential avenue for additional research is an analysis of how the search for truth clashes with the potential for imagination. The two do not have to be mutually exclusive and it is interesting to determine how the search for truth in the art can be integrated with the skill of lying.
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