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Demythologizing
Myths are stories that carry originality of something that people believe in. They explain the existence of some phenomena. Creation myths narrate how the world came into existence and how the first inhabitants were formed. Creation myths ask different questions of how the universe, land, people, or society were formed. They also focus on the issue of life and death or being and nonbeing. Their other focus is on the known to the unknowable. Religious myths, for instance, argue that everything that exists takes part in the “holy” in this case the holy being described as being omnipresent.

Myths use symbols to communicate the value statements about humans, the environment, and the gods. For instance, in the Assyrian myth, the gods Anu, Enlil, Shamash, Ea, and Anunnak symbolizes the power of the sky, earth, sun/fire, water, and destiny, respectively. They also employ the use of metaphors to describe phenomena, Like the Hindu metaphors that speak of procreation between a sky father god and a goddess who lives on earth. Procreation is used to understand the issue of creation, no wonder the use of the earth mother goddess. When metaphors are used to describe nature, order-chaos is given prominence to god as an administrator. The god is described as the head of the environment. He further decides what goes where, when light and darkness are to be experienced and what animal or human to exist.

The natural and supernatural separation is evident through various myths. God has been given His space in the holy, where human beings and the animals cannot get access to Him while still alive. The story of the fall of man in the bible gives God prominence, and when the man falls to the lies of the serpent, God leaves earth and goes back to heaven. Myths also explain that gods descend to earth to give instructions and go back to their residence. Earth being the natural and the gods being the supernatural; therefore, they do not belong together. In some mythologies, man and nature are described as one entity. The gods, on the other hand, belong to a different realm, thereby separating the natural from the supernatural. Some environmental happenings are also described as happening from the psychic point of view. It leaves Man and the inhabitants of the earth with no powers to control the happenings. The holy is unreachable unless the supernatural being himself takes man there according to the creation myths.

Myths carry some values that cut across various spheres of life. They, in some cases, change how people think. In religion, for example, the creation story that talks of the fall of man portray how God left the earth after what man did as sin. It, therefore, gives one the idea that we are not on the same level with God because of what happened back in history. Since God is in the Holy, then He is to be revered, and one has to seek His counsel before doing anything. Man is striving to please Him once again, and the rights and freedom that man experiences might be described as historically formed. Myths express the nature of reality as original and that there was nothing in existence before that. They tend to make the human mind believe that they are the absolute ones.
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