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Quasi Experimental Research
The design used in this research is Correlational Quasi experimental. The independent variable is the success in school that is shown by the flunked group versus the good grade group. The dependent variable, on the other hand, is self-esteem. The reason behind this is that the dependent variable in quasi experimental research determines the outcomes and in this case self esteem determines the cause of failure (Cook, 2015).
This research done by the psychologist is not valid. The experiment does not qualify to be one as she concludes that self-esteem causes college failure without manipulating a proper IV or random assignment. It is also clear that even when looking into this select group, there is no certainty about the true reason for flunking out. The major threat here is selection. We cannot rule out the reverse relationship (Lucasey, 2002).
It is evident that temporal precedence is not there. We are not aware if low self-esteem came prior flunking out or if flunking out came before low self-esteem.  There is a chance that the two variables are related for instance, say like family stress can result to low self-esteem and may lead to flunking out, but flunking out and self-esteem may not really share any true causal relation with one another (Trochim, 1986).  
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