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Existentialism 
Question [1]
Among the many existential ideas, perhaps none has captured my interest more than Nietzsche’s idea of Übermensch. Nietzsche considers the goal of humanity as Übermensch: an ideal person who can create and live by his own values. Such a person attains prominence and superiority through self-overcoming. That is, without turning to what is considered as universal values (Bolea, 2014). The implications of this conception are that moral situations should be understood and interpreted in the context of one’s own convictions and personal experience rather than arbitrary norms. In the context of ethics, Nietzsche’s idea is consistent with my view that ethics cannot be taught or imposed through laws. Moral values are innate internal tendencies developed through life experience. Personal experience is, therefore, essential to understanding what is morally right or wrong.  
Question [2]
Gregg Caruso argues against the claim that disbelief in free will serves to promote anti-social behavior. He further argues that belief in free will has a dehumanizing effect on policies and practices (Caruso, 2016). In my view, Gregg Caruso is right because the concept of free will ignores the importance and relevancy of social structures, values and norms to minimizing anti-social behaviors. Humans are social beings and, therefore, free will, individuality and the ensuing moral anger are destructive to social relationships and policies. I also agree with him that belief in free will is tantamount to just-world belief and the idea of punitiveness. Free will belief holds that people make individual life choices and choices have consequences and stress. Similarly, just world belief holds that whatever people have is their choice and they deserve (Caruso, 2016). The indications, then, are that people should be harshly punished because they deserve. As a punitive society, US should adapt free will skepticism and focus on the external factors that contribute to crime such as educational inequity.
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