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Deviance Crime and Control - Media Analysis
The media plays a vital role in influencing the ideas on deviant behaviors, crime, and control in society. The article on Dealers likened to terrorists as war on drugs mounts by Aleks Devic from Herald Sun depicts sociological concepts regarding the issue. In the article, Devic interviews an assistant commissioner named Mr. Weir. According to Weir, drug dealers are the primary cause of criminal offenses in society today. The officer states that he has observed may arrests that were linked to drug abuse and illegal activities. He explains that people who use illicit drugs are more likely to commit crimes because they tend to have a stronger ego. He affirms that the drugs make them feel powerful, which is not valid. As a result, these victims commit crimes without thinking of consequences. Mr. Weir explains that society should offer help to these individuals by reforming their mental state as an alternative instead of taking them to court (Aleks, 2019). 
Sociological theories explain that there are different perspectives that the media can use to portray a particular message or control issues such as crime and deviant behaviors. One of these concepts is labeling theory. According to Wolf & Zuckerman (2012), labeling theory states that the society may force people to act a certain way by associating them with specific tags. For example, likening drug dealers to criminal activities can cause the community to treat these people negatively. Consequently, the victims may respond by breaking laws such as stealing or even killing. 
The labeling theory affirms that administrators, such as the police are used to enforce these labels. For instance, in the article presented by Harald Sun, the police create tags to identify criminals. Cops use this tactic by selecting a common trait in most offenders, and the peculiarity is used to form a stereotype. Furthermore, the concept is also demonstrated by school administrators. Mr. Weir explains that the education system should be reformed to avoid associating illicit drugs with recreation. According to him, this information creates the notion that drugs are meant to induce leisure and that they are legal (Aleks, 2019). 
Society may also respond to labels differently. For instance, the police may decide to issue breaks on individuals who sell these illegal drugs. Mr. Weir compares drug abuse to a psychological disorder. He states that drug addicts should be taken to rehabilitation centers instead of courts. According to him, this practice is the best way to eliminate crimes (Aleks, 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second perspective that presents the role of the media is the moral panic theory. This concept affirms that the media creates extra emphasis on certain aspects (Cohen, 2011). These issues are portrayed as threats which create fear in society. The theory implies that media outlets use this tactic to suppress the problems that they portray as deviant. For instance, the article describes drug abuse is an offense that violates the entire ethics set in society. From this point, drug dealers are regarded as deviant, and if exposed, they will undergo legal persecution. Furthermore, citizens can respond by avoiding or reporting people who sell illegal drugs. This stigma may be beneficial in the sense that it may reduce the cases of drug abuse in society. According to Aleks (2019), music festivals are used as platforms where drug dealers are more likely to commit crimes. He even states that cases of murder have been witnessed in these events. Therefore, most youths would fear to attend these occasions, even if they only intended to have fun appropriately. 
The third theory that explains the aspects of deviant and criminal behaviors in the article is the criminalization theory. This concept explains what should be disallowed in society. According to Hirsch (2015), current administrators tend to increase the number of issues that are considered as crimes. Also, the media is used to enforce these notions. Criminalization affirms that particular moralities should be regarded before declaring an act as unlawful. For instance, individuals should ensure that their actions do not endanger the life of others. However, it is in fact that people consider some crimes to be worse than others. For instance, violent offenses such as murder can be identified as very cruel. The theory of criminalization is demonstrated in the article by Mr. Weir, where he states that driving under the influence of drugs is a criminal offense. This action is an offense because the drunk driver can cause an accident, which may lead to deaths of injuries (Hirsch, 2015).
The three sociological perspectives demonstrate the issue of deviant and criminal ways outlined in the article. However, criminalization theory best describes the problems in the report. Drug dealing is a criminal offense, and people who practice the act should face the consequences. Mr. Weir affirms that the police intend to continue arresting people who commit the crime. However, society should be cautious when creating labels of people who commit this offense (Davis, 2015). The article is meant to enlighten the public about the impacts of consuming drugs. Nevertheless, the perspectives from the moral panic theory may portray the arguments in the report as an exaggeration. The issue of drug abuse needs to be emphasized because it affects the safety of citizens (Hirsch, 2015). 
In conclusion, the media should play a role in creating social change by reporting accurate information. The article portrays the issue of stereotypes, which should not be independently used to identify criminals. Also, news outlets should not be motivated by greed to lure more readers. The content in these platforms should educate the public about the existing issues. Reporters should also instruct the audience on how to prevent wrong ways. Media outlets should provide a platform where policymakers can come together and discuss the crimes (Oberweis & Musheno, 2015). This practice will help to avoid bias by combining different perspectives. Finally, children should be taught to differentiate wrong from bad through an effective education system. This practice will save the future generation and also help potential adults to make rational decisions
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