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1. What are the Big Ideas or Focal Points in the mathematics curriculum in grades 4-6?
The first focal point in the mathematics curriculum in grade 4 is “developing quick recall of multiplication facts and related division facts and fluency with whole number multiplication” (NCTM, 2006). Based on this area, students should utilize their understanding of multiplication to solve operational problems such as area models, place values, and distributive properties. They should also develop fluency when solving various operations, such as the multiplication of whole numbers.  The second focal point in this grade involves the understanding of decimals. The instructor should design the lesson in a way that enables the child to understand how decimals can be used in various contexts. The third focal point in grade four involves identifying the areas of two-dimensional shapes. They should also understand the standard units in these measurements. 
The first focal point in grade five is “Developing an understanding of and fluency with the division of whole numbers” (NCTM, 2006). The students should demonstrate that they are capable of selecting appropriate methods and also use them accurately to solve operations that involve the division of whole numbers. The second focal point in this grade involves understanding addition and subtractions that involve fractions and decimals and also making sure that they demonstrate fluency in such operations. The third focal point is a description of three-dimensional shapes as well as analyzing their properties. For instance, students should learn various properties such as surface areas and the volume of these shapes. 
The first focal point of the mathematics curriculum in grade six is guiding the students to become fluent and also to understand all multiplications and divisions that entail decimals and fractions (NCTM, 2006). The second focal point is guiding the students to learn how to connect rations and rates to divisions and multiplications. Also, the teacher should design the lesson to ensure that students learn how to utilize mathematics expressions and equations and also to have a proper interpretation of the same.     
2. Describe how you can use student data to create a whole class and individualized instruction. 
Student data is important because it enables the instructor to plan for the entire lesson (Emily, Cheryl & Amy, 2016). As a teacher, I can check at areas where students missed or where the questions that they missed. After that, I can organize a revision session to ensure that every student understands the concepts in question. I can utilize this data to create study groups. For instance, the data can give information regarding the strengths and weaknesses of every student hence making it easier to group them in a way that encourages learning. 
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