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Disability in the Media

  
Normal basic human establishes with the fact that people interact with one another. Such interaction with one another in the society helps to develop and integrate a friendship which enables the creation of a society   full of affection and relations.  In today’s society, the people with weak interactivity or the people facing problem to interact are not termed to be of the society hence are neglected and thus are less important to the community.  In the same essence, due to the less mobility of such people leads to less interaction in the society. This makes them remain neglected and during society occasions they are counted as members in the society hence not invited. There are various reasons as to why the disabled are neglected in the society. Such reasons include; their inability to move to various places. They are neglected because they need help to enable them make movements.  Such ignorance begins from the family grounds where the mother of a disabled is the first person to expose their child to neglecting in various ways.   This is because, the parents start thinking of the child’s future where they finds it difficult due to the extra support  and time needed for the survival of the child.  The parents in this case take for granted the limitations of the disabled child. They try to think that the daily life chores of the child are impossible. The attitude towards the disabled is the greatest challenge and the media has also been an obstacle to the disabled development through the portrayals in news papers, films and televisions.  
My personal bias is the attention and extra care the disabled require.  They need much help in their daily activities such as eating their food, drinking water, easing themselves and also when they need to have their sleep.  Such requirements are much demanding hence my ignorance to such people.  In order to improve the biases I have towards these people, one have to understand that they are just as human like any other human being.  Secondly, disabled people are of different categories they are not all demanding. This can be improved through the media portrayals about the disabled through which they should depict them as courageous and good achievers in life. In that essence, my perspective towards the disabled will be able to improve. 

 
The group made of the people with intellectual disabilities undergo many barriers such as physical barriers and other systematic barriers such as civic and employment. The most difficult barriers such people find it difficult to overcome are the attitudes the rest of the people have regarding them. Such attitudes are either born from ignorance, misunderstanding, fear or hate. Such attitude hinder other people from appreciating  the disabled and also  such attitudes  hinder people from experiencing the  full potential the disabled are able to achieve.  
According to my personal view, the media is the most immediate help to the people with intellectual disabilities through which the whole world can change the attitude towards this group of people.    Contrary to that, the media has been found to be the greatest obstacle to the development of the disabled people. According to the study, ‘changing attitudes; changing the world’, the media portrayals of the disabled is unrealistic and limiting. The study also reveals that the media only exposes the only people with little resemblance of the actual lives of the disabled people.  The study also touches on how the media covering the special Olympics world games  have been a long process to enable them characterize the special athletes as courageous  and  achievers whether winners or not.  According to the study, for about four decades, the media has been portraying the people with intellectual disability as venerable, victims or people worthy of pity through the news papers, films and televisions. This was increasingly common in the media for couple of years. Instead  of the media being a help to the improvement of the attitude towards the disabled people, the 2003 multination study of attitudes toward the people with intellectual disabilities reveals that media portrays were the greatest obstacle to the acceptance and inclusion of people with intellectual disabilities. 

I have been a witness to a case of a disabled young man who has been unable to learn since he was born. The parents were very overlooking the needs for the intellectual disability.  They did not expose him to the rest of the normal children hence did not associate with the rest of the people.  Though the man was good in athletics, the family did not let him get in touch with the society hence his talent was never recognized.  This is due to the bad attitude of hate and ignorance of the young man by the family and the society at large.

According to the movie, ‘I Am Sam’, Sam the father to Lucy is the intellectual disabled character in the movie. In this movie Sam is   acting as a mentally retarded person where the movie shows how positively people with intellectual disability should be loved in order whatever talent in them may come out perfectly. In this movie, due to the love the daughter has to the father, Sam has been able to bring up his daughter in love and also took her to school despite the challenge of him being intellectual disabled. 
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