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The Theme of Discrimination in Toney’s Wife by Alice Dunbar-Nelson
Defined as the prejudicial or simply an unjust treatment of a person or different categories of people based on their ethnic backgrounds, gender or age, discrimination is a predominant theme in the story of Tony’s Wife by Alice Dunbar-Nelson. Throughout the story, there is sufficient evidence of the failure of recognition as well as mutual understanding of the basic differences between Toney and his wife. Right from the title of the story, Tony's wife, there is a clue on an aspect of discrimination (Dunbar-Nelson 1).  The wife of Toney is not given a name, and we are definitely not sure whether it is Mary or Sophie. Besides, the woman is depicted to live a penniless life full of agony and suffering. Throughout her life, she is confined to the precepts of her abusive husband who does not seem to recognize and attach the value to the wife, perhaps simply because of her origin as a German while the husband is an Italian. The excitement of this woman is at the expense of her husband. This happens to the point when Tony is nearing his death and discrimination prevents him from recognizing his wife. This eventually makes the woman live a desperate life after the death of his husband.
In my view, the primary theme of discrimination in this story revolves around gender role and racism. After a critical review of the flow and content of the story, there is an indispensable amount of evidence that Tony's behavior of being violent, uncaring and irresponsible is well grounded on his perception of different race as well as the racial superiority of the Italians over the Germans.  He is quite unsympathetic with his wife, and the commanding voice from the story of the oyster sends waves of fear and threat to his submissive and respectful wife (Dunbar-Nelson 13). It is essentially the aspect of discrimination that would lead a rational man into treating his wife with that level of harshness. Other than racial discrimination, there is also prevalent discrimination of gender role. This is evident from the perception and the command with which Toney treats the wife in the house. Essentially, a married couple should assist one another in the house especially in the accomplishment of some duties and house chores. This, however, remains an illusion in Tony's house where the wife seems to be everything, both in good and harsh times. There is the certain absence of recognition and division of gender roles which make the husband, Tony, to feel he has autonomous control of the wife’s activity in the house. The wife cannot question everything about the husband, whether she is right or wrong, perhaps simply because she is a German.
The narration of the story ultimately leaves a sombre mood on the audience and a true revelation of the vital theme of racial, age and gender discrimination. I strongly believe that this is a predominant theme used by the author for a purpose (Dunbar-Nelson 34). Ideally, discrimination is a backward ideology which is quite retrogressive and has no place in the contemporary society. This is essentially what makes it imperative in the development of the story about Tony's wife. Basically, the author has an intention of unravelling to us the need to abandon while taking a forefront lead in the fight against the vice which is the primary cause of most currently witnessed instances of domestic violence.
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