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The director is wrong in stating that deploying more snow plows will increase the business. I do not agree with his decision since the reason for the increase in online sales during the winter is the severity of the blizzard is. When two variables are confounded, it is not possible to distinguish the effects of the two variables on a response variable. In this situation, the confounding variable is the severity of the blizzard. In some instances, a lurking variable may false fully identify a strong relationship between two variables, or it can at times hide the relationship.  
 The lurking variable has false fully identified a strong relationship between the increase of the number of online sales due to the deployment of more snowplows on the road. The more severe a blizzard is, the more the plows are required, and this will keep people at home. Keeping people at home is the factor leading to an increase in online sales since they will be making online purchases more. Therefore the statement of the director that increasing snowplows on the road will grow the business is wrong.
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