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Why were Genoese merchants in the service of Iberian kings exploring the Atlantic and western Africa in the 14th and 15th centuries?
The existence of Genoese merchants in Iberian generally impacted the growth of the economy in those lands over the years at an early age. The Genoese merchants played a very important role in bringing together diverse trading groups and places including the present Seville, Granada, and Valencia. The Genoese merchants organized trading activities in those areas like Granada and Valencia and also they played a very vital role in ensuring that important knowledge was passed by. [footnoteRef:1]They reorganized trading activities and also production activities in these areas. It is very clear to understand that the Genoese merchants did not have political jurisdiction over these areas but they were greatly involved in the development process and they economically controlled them. [1:   An English-language survey is Richard J. Harrison, Spain at the Dawn of History: Iberians, 
Phoenicians and Greeks (Thames & Hudson), 2018] 

Because Genoese merchants were mainly traders, they decided to serve the Iberian Kings for several reasons: One of the reasons was to be given security during their trading. Since the Iberian kings were rich and had armies, the Genoese merchants thought that they will be able to protect their trade from other traders and also their enemies by serving the kings who would, in turn, offer security to them and their goods.
Additionally, by serving the Iberians kings, the Genoese merchants saw it as an opportunity to expand their business territories. All the places where these kings conquered became their trading territories. This meant that they were able to benefit from operating on large coverage, therefore, earning a lot and accumulating a lot of wealth. The Genoese merchants established a connection with different trading networks both in West Africa and Atlantic. Due to their increased production activities, small trading centers started emerging and the merchants were able to control them. Since they knew that they had support from the Iberian kings, they were assured that they maintained control of these centers and also the trades[footnoteRef:2]. An example of a center that grew up due to trade activity includes the Tunis. [2:  Rueda, Carmen; Sánchez, Alberto; Amate, Pilar (2018-11-30). "The history of the 
Iberians". blog.europeana.eu. Europeana – CC BY-SA. Retrieved 2018-11-30.
 ] 

The kingdom of Nasrid of Granada was strategically positioned it was readily connected to trade networks, and thanks to its consolidated economic system together with strong religious background which helped build a foundation for the Genoese merchants to thrive in their trade activities so easily.
Lastly, these kingdoms were powerful and they could use large fleets and travel across the continent such as the Mediterranean Sea all the way to west Africa, these merchants saw opportunities to explore new places and discover a new range of goods and skills and raw materials for trading.
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