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Discussion #6
Question 1
Decriminalization is the process of reducing criminal penalties in relation to certain laws of a specific country. Decriminalization was a good policy in Texas because legalizing marijuana would allow it to be used for medical purposes. According to the author, marijuana could treat cancer and post-traumatic stress disorder (Samuels, 2017). Additionally, legalizing marijuana would open up for potential funding. The author notes that "legalizing it for all forms opens up valuable funding potential"(Samuels, 2017).  Legislators claimed that they would bring propositions through a constitutional amendment to ensure the safe and responsible consumption of marijuana. According to the Republicans, decriminalization would regroup marijuana as a schedule 2 substance which included drugs like heroin. Decriminalization was also seen as a way of cost-saving. The government had spent in excess of $250 million fighting a crime that had produced no signs of improved public safety. Such time and money would have been used to address more burning issues such as sexual assault, murder and robbery (Newell, Prindle, & Riddlesperger, 2015).
Question 2
The federal laws state that marijuana is illegal. To avoid confrontations with the federal government, legal marijuana was to follow certain standards of the state, was also to be grown locally, and it was to be used and sold legally by those who possessed licenses from the state. The federal authorities decided to remain silent on the initiatives and allowed states to determine how to deal with the issue of marijuana themselves. At the same time, the federal government was still to enforce the law within its jurisdiction. Keeping marijuana from crossing state lines depended on the laws of a state (Newell, Prindle, & Riddlesperger, 2015).If a state did not want to engage in marijuana business with any other state, it was to restrict the transportation of the commodity and impose certain penalties for any violation. Another option was to protect marijuana from crossing state lines by ensuring strict checkup and patrol at state borders to ensure that it did not go beyond states borders (Houck & Midkiff, 2018). 
Question 3
Democratic Party was more inclined to the legalization pot. Democrats supported the legalization of marijuana for both recreational and medical purposes. Also, democrats argued that the state had gotten to nowhere with its drug policy in terms of its attempt to punish addiction and drug use.
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