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Discussion
Investigators looking into the kidnapping and murder of DEA special agent Enrique Camarena and DEA source Alfredo Zavala faced several hurdles that threatened to derail their efforts to collect evidence in the case. These hurdles almost prevented forensic experts from determing the facts of the case and threatened to undermine the investigation of the crime. However, despite these obstacles, use of standard forensic techniques eventually enabled investigators to solve the case.  
What were the main challenges facing investigators who were collecting evidence in the case? Give specific examples of these challenges
The main challenge facing investigators was answering questions of interest to the legal system in relation to the causes of death of both Agent Camarena and Source Zavala. According to the available information on the abduction and killing of Agent Camarena, he was abducted by police officers who were working for a prominent drug lord. They tortured him breaking his jaw, ribs, they drilled a hole in his skull, broke his nose, and the windpipe. 
During the 1980s, the application of science to crime detection was only beginning to emerge and, therefore, DEA had almost given up in collecting evidence they would use to link the murder to the suspects. For example, even though they collected a drilling equipment that perhaps was used to drill a hole in the victim’s skull; they faced challenges linking the object to the suspects. While every suspect leaves a trace in the crime scene, investigators were unable to use blood samples, hair, or even fabric materials such as fiber collected from the crime scene to test for things like DNA that would have further helped in identifying the suspects. However, the emergence of forensic science eventually helped them form a strategy that helped tackle the challenges investigators were facing. 
Explain how investigators used reference samples to determine that the victims had been held at the residence located at 881 Lope De Vega. 
Forensic science required the investigators to collect sample evidences from the crime scene located at 881 Lope De Vega. The investigators were able to recover some hair they compared with that of the victim. Positive results indicated that the victims were held at the residence located at 881 Lope De Vega. The investigators may also have collected some soil samples that forensic experts analyzed and compared with the samples they collected from the shoes or bodies of the victims. Positive results indicated that the victims were held at the residence located at 881 Lope De Vega. 
Explain how investigators used reference samples to determine that the victim’s bodies had been buried and later moved to the site where they were discovered. Also explain how they used such evidence to determine the original burial place. 
As I have explained in the previous question, soil is an important element that can give relevant information about a crime. If the bodies were buried this means that they had some traces of soil. So, forensic experts collected some soil particles found on the bodies and analyzed them to determine where the bodies were buried before they were moved to the site where they were discovered. Having analyzed the soil particles, forensic experts further analyzed soil samples collected from the site where the bodies were discovered and, then, compared the results of the two samples to determine whether or not the bodies were buried in the area they were discovered. Differences in the characteristics of the soil samples analyzed and compared clearly demonstrated that the bodies were buried elsewhere before they were moved to the site they were discovered. 
Through extensive field studies and critical examination of the soil particles collected from the location where the crime was suspected to have occurred and the location where the bodies were discovered, forensic experts were able to discover that the bodies were buried in Guadalajara where the crime occurred before they were moved to where they were later discovered (Girard, 2017). In other words, soil particles collected from the bodies matched with sample soil particles collected from Guadalajara. This was a clear indication that the bodies were initially buried at Guadalajara before they were later moved to Michoacán where they were discovered. 
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