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Discussion 1
	The field of nursing research makes use of a number of research designs but there are some which cannot be justified. One of the research designs that can be justified is the longitudinal design. A longitudinal research design is one in which experiments are made and the observations and conclusions only occur after a long period of time (De Vaus, 2006). The design makes an analysis of the same group of people or variables for a long period of time. This design is justified and applicative in the field of nursing especially when researching on a specific disease or illness. Most diseases cannot be understood after a short time. They normally need a long period of studies and investigations before the conclusions are made. In that case the longitudinal design is applicable because the results of a research are always accurate since the variable and illness symptoms can be established easily. In addition, the nurses are able to assess the changes that occur with respect to an illness over a long period of time.


Reference
De Vaus, D. A. (2006).“Research Design in Social Research.”Research Methods Knowledge Base.


Discussion 2
	Before one takes part in data collection or analysis of a research project, it is always important to ensure that the researchinstruments that were used are valid and reliable. The validity of a research instrument influences the credibility of a study significantly. When the instrument is not valid, the results of the research might end up to be biased because the results will not depict the accrual concept that was under study. The value of the evidence will also show negative results of the validity of the instruments if not maintained. The research instruments need to be reliable so that the value of the evidence can be depended from the most basic perspective. When a research instrument is not reliable, the results that come out of the research cannot be used as points of reference when similar activities are taking place in future. Therefore, there is always a need to maintain the validity and reliability of the research instruments.


Reference
Julie, D. (2017). “Dissemination of Research.”Study Blue



Discussion 3
	When one opts to use the qualitative and the quantitative research designs, it is normally important to appraise some of the characteristics that they have. The most importantcharacteristics of a qualitative research design include combining the perspectives of the researcher with the data collected from the field. The other characteristic is that the problems to be solved later turn out to be research questions (Blackstone, 2017). These two are important because they provide the extent to which an issue needs to be solved and also uses various data collection methods. The quantitative research design has the most important characteristic being the collection of quantifiable information. The other important characteristic is the presentation of ideas and concepts using numerical forms and coming up with statistical figures. The characteristics are important because they enable the research to come up with the most accurate figures and quantity regarding the problem under investigation.


References
Blackstone, A. (2017). “Principles of Sociological Inquiry: Qualitative and Quantitative Methods.” Flat World Knowledge.




Discussion 4
	There are similarities and differences that exist between the sampling strategies used in qualitative and quantitative research designs. The difference between the two is that in a quantitative research design, the techniques are not strict on the sample size while in a qualitative designthe techniques used have accurate and known sample sizes (Blackstone, 2017).  A sampling technique used in quantitative research design is the probability sampling which entails the use of a small portion of the population to represent a whole. The advantage for this technique is that sample error is small while the disadvantage is that it can incorporate biasness. In qualitative research design, the technique used is expository based and it has the advantage of maximising all the variables under study. The disadvantage for the technique is that it is time consuming.


References
Blackstone, A. (2017). “Principles of Sociological Inquiry: Qualitative and Quantitative Methods.” Flat World Knowledge.



Discussion 5
	Every research needs to have an appropriate sample size for the entire project to be valid and reliable (Neill, 2003). A researcher can determine an appropriate sample size by choosing an appropriate sampling technique. If the population size is too big, an appropriate sample size can be obtained by using the stratified sampling where each variable will be represented. An example of a research question would be, “What are some of the factors that have led to an increase in child labour in the Western regions of America?” The most appropriate sample size in this case would be 300,000 as it will be stratified to accommodate all the members of the population under study.


Reference
Neill, J. (2003). “Quantitative Research Design: Sampling and Measurement.” Analysis of Professional Literature.




Discussion 6
	Data is used to evaluate outcomes by incorporating the figures and details to identity whether the expected outcomes are accurate or not. An example is when a nurse has taken a blood sample from a patient and uses the results to identify whether he or she is sick or not. Among the three P’s of dissemination, the best one would be the use of presentation. This is because, people will be able to understand all the values and results of the research after good explanation from the presenter (Julie, 2017). This method can have an impact in the field of nursing by making the audience to get a generalised information and conclusion regarding a problematic situation.


Reference
Julie, D. (2017). “Dissemination of Research.”Study Blue



Discussion 7
	The difference between statistical significance and clinical significance is that statistical significance makes use of hypothesis testing and comes up with a comparison between the alternative and null outcomes. The clinical significance refers to the importance that is attached to a given medical practice over period of time (Hsu, 1999). An example of study that shows a statistical significance is one that intends to find out the probability of an individual getting affected by a given illness. A statistical significance does not warrant a clinical significance because it works on variables and alternatives that exist. A clinical significance needs accuracy and not alternatives that are used in a statistical significance.


Reference
Hsu, L. M. (1999). “The comparison of the three methods of identifying reliable and clinically significant client changes.”Behaviour Research and Therapy.



