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Displacement in Problem-Oriented Policing
Crime displacement refers to the perception that criminal acts will be relocated, carried out differently, or partly seen in a different kind of crime. This notion is directed by the belief that crime displacement occurs as a result of attempts to eradicate crime in specified places or those that are caused by particular conditions (Braga, 2010). Crime displacement developed from dispositional concepts of offender inspirations and supported by studies to reduce criminal opportunities. Due to these various measures to reduce crime, criminals end up transferring their crimes to different locations or develop new methods of committing offenses. For instance, a move to wipe out drug trafficking has led to drug dealers changing time and place, and tactics in which they sell drugs. Some hire individuals as detectors of police surveillance, others wear disguises or invent sophisticated transaction schemes.
[bookmark: _GoBack]However, recent studies challenge these notions by elucidating that crime displacement does not occur due to efforts to prevent crime. These studies indicate that it is either limited or lacking. The diffusion of crime control benefits also show evidence which implies that focused efforts to prevent crime are useful in localities surrounding the targeted areas (Guerette, 2016). Nevertheless, measuring crime displacement and diffusion effects is crucial when evaluating initiatives that are problem-oriented. The chapter explains the importance and explores the research indicating that crime displacement is not an inevitable result of focused prevention approaches.
Measuring Displacement and Diffusion Effects
Measuring crime displacement might be severe since it can be defined in multiple forms. While some scholars advocate for planning of evaluations to study current and futuristic movement and diffusion effects, others suggest the use of these evaluations as a tool for heightening achievements in crime prevention by increasing disruptions that will displace these crimes (Johnson et al., 2014). Still, all these studies have come up with six types of crime displacement comprising of spatial displacement where criminals move to locations where criminal acts are more comfortable to commit. Temporal, target, tactical, perpetrator, and change of the type of crime are the other forms of displacement.
After the enactment of a particular prevention strategy, identifying crime displacement habits would be vital before making any assumptions over the effectiveness of the policy. Measuring the displacement effects may be significant when dealing with sophisticated and multidimensional crimes (Johnson et al., 2014). The move to measure to what extent a strategy has caused displacement may be crucial in closing other related avenues to criminal activities.
Displacement not as a Result of Focused Preventions Approaches
Researches have designated an over-estimation in the alleged inevitability of crime displacement due to specific prevention efforts. Individual reviews have revealed that even when a criminal movement has occurred, it is almost always not complete. According to some scholars, criminals displace most likely because other localities look like perfect targets for their criminal acts, having similarities with their original crime chance organization (Guerette, 2016). However, the most comfortable or most profitable opportunity for crimes may only be available in the original setting. Additionally, studies show that the intensity of displacement may be determined by the criminal’s knowledge of substitute skills, time, places, and targets. A survey of domestic burglars has indicated that 40 percent of criminals would displace because of blockage of their original target opportunities.
Conclusion
Chapter 8 of Problem-Oriented Policing and Crime by Braga is a compilation of the author’s final thoughts. The book attempts to provide knowledge about the findings of criminological research to the police. According to Braga, most research is inaccessible to the problem-oriented police personnel (Braga, 2010). He insists that problem-oriented policing is a crucial methodology of crime control. The author looks forward to improvements in the area of crime prevention if the approach is appropriately adopted.


References
Braga A. A., (2010). Problem-Oriented-Policing-and-Crime-Prevention- 2ND Edition: The Problem of Displacement.
Guerette, R. (2016). Analyzing crime displacement and diffusion.
Johnson, S. D., Guerette, R. T., & Bowers, K. (2014). Crime displacement: what we know, what we don’t know, and what it means for crime reduction. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 10(4), 549-571.


Running head: 


DISPLACEMENT IN PROBLEM


-


ORIENTED POLICING


 


 


  


                   


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Displacement in Problem


-


Oriented Policing


 


Student’s Name


 


Institution 


Affiliation


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




Running head:  DISPLACEMENT IN PROBLEM - ORIENTED POLICING                            1                       Displacement in Problem - Oriented Policing   Student’s Name   Institution  Affiliation                      

