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Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep
The 1968 book by Philip K. Dick is about a bounty hunter living in a post-apocalyptic version of San Francisco. People who can afford to leave the radioactive earth have moved to Mars, and Nexus-6 androids designed to look like humans have escaped Mars to hide out in San Francisco. The world has been completely changed by nuclear destruction that caused radioactive dust to cover the entire planet. Most of the earth’s inhabitants have moved to a colony on Mars where the authorities promise people a life of ease with android servants. The radioactive dust on earth has killed many forms of life, and the society that remains on earth finds life extremely valuable. People who remain on earth are either too poor to emigrate or genetically damaged to the point that they do not meet the intelligence threshold to emigrate. Humans are expected to keep animals, but many animals are expensive, forcing others to keep robot simulation because this determines social status (Moghadam et al. 2018).
Mercerism is a religion that teaches empathy and community-feeling in this postapocalyptic earth. Some androids escape servitude on Mars and come to earth, and Rick Deckard is a bounty hunter tasked to kill six such androids. Nexus-6 androids are top of the line, so advanced that they are indistinguishable from a human. An empathy test, the Voigt-Kampff test, has to be carried out to separate them from humans. Rachel Rosen is a Nexus-6 android that offers Decker hunt down the other androids, while Roy Baty is the android who convinced the other androids to escape to earth (Perez Acosta, 2019). Pris Stratton is one of the Nexus-6 androids that Deckard kills. John R. Isidore is a genetically damaged victim of radioactivity who becomes a friend of the band of androids. One theme that stands out is the human condition; what does it mean to be human. Empathy is considered humanity’s defining factor, and Deckard uses it to identify androids. However, the belief is complicated because androids are seen showing empathy for each other even though they are not human. 
Science and technology are other themes that beg the question of how technology can be used ethically and how technological advancements change what it means to be human. Empathy as a symbol of humanity also shows that to be considered a living thing, emotion has to come into play. Empathy is the novel's main philosophy, and it is shown that humans are capable of loss of empathy, and androids can feel empathy for each other. The work depicts the flaws and failures in an imaginative society and provokes speculative science fiction that directly touches on the human condition. The novel is dystopian because of the blurred sense of reality created by advanced technology in this version of futuristic earth. The disastrous effects of a post-apocalyptic war and the dehumanization of citizens all work to make it dystopian. 
The novel is worth reading because it raises a fundamental question to human existence: what it means to be human, more specifically, the aspects of the human condition that dictates what it means to be living or non-living in a more advanced society or any society. Being human or alive has no absolute definition, and relatively even machines such as androids can be considered alive if they experience the world in the same way as human beings.
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