Let’s have fun with Sociology this week and connect it with Music. This semester we talked about Class Conflict, Alienation, Conspicuous Consumption, Social Stratification, Poverty, Colonialism, Global Inequality, Objectification, Hegemonic Masculinity & Feminity, Rape Culture, Racism, etc.
 
I am interested in seeing you connect these topics with music that you are interested in. Find two songs and corresponding music videos that address/express one or more of these concepts and post them in this thread. Explain how that topic is depicted in the video and your feelings about it. 
 
Make sure in your explanation that you show that you clearly understand the concept you are discussing. 
 
No repeats so if somebody has already posted about the video you wanted to post then you will have to choose a different one.
 
Example 1: System of a Down ‘BYOB’
 
https://youtu.be/zUzd9KyIDrM (Links to an external site.)[image: Shape, arrow

Description automatically generated]
 
In my interpretation, the lyrics and video align with the Class Conflict concept of the Military being used as a mechanism of oppression and also exploited by the bourgeoisie in a Capitalist society. To me this is demonstrated in questioning why the poor are always sent to war, implying that wars have an economic motivation, and mentioning that the people depicted as soldiers are being lied to and manipulated. Also, the words projected on the masks (Buy, Obey, Die, Truth, God) and the images of mass media and consumer products make it seem that the song may be pointing to Politics, Religion, and Merchant mechanisms of oppression that Marx spoke of.
 
Example 2: Burna Boy ‘Monster you Made’
 
https://youtu.be/lRpBLAwIbeA (Links to an external site.)[image: Shape, arrow

Description automatically generated]
 
This song seems to touch on two topics. Firstly on Class Conflict and secondly on Colonialism.
The quotes from speeches along with some of the lyrics talk about dynamics between the oppressor and the oppressed. It talks about the life of lower-class people or proletariats and how those in power should expect them to react to oppression as they essentially made this “monster”. Other parts of the song include talking about how westernized and European perspectives that are holdovers from colonization are still being taught in schools instead of an African and Nigerian perspective. The artist rejects intellectual, cultural, and social colonization. The final quote of the song talks about being exploited and appears to be referring to colonizers although perhaps also to the bourgeoisie. The final scene of the music video where the stack of money is being burned can be seen as a rejection of oppression in a capitalist society that was used to maintain the power of those that Colonized.
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