· Describe the types of police agencies and explain the role of police in America within the context of a democratic society.
· Describe means and methods utilized to ensure police accountability.
· Explain the historical development of policing.
· Describe the selection process for police officers.
· Compare and contrast organizational structures, policies, strategies and tactics employed to ensure police effectiveness, efficiency and equity.
 
Program Learning Outcomes for AA in Criminal Justice
Upon graduation from the program, students will be able to:
· PSLO (1):  Discuss constitutional freedoms and rights of citizens and explain how an ethical criminal justice system and participatory citizenship protects those freedoms and rights
· PSLO (2):  Demonstrate knowledge of the three major areas of America’s criminal justice system (Police, Courts, & Corrections).
· PSLO (3):  Analyze a criminal case and understand its relevance to protected freedoms and rights.
· PSLO (4):  Demonstrate knowledge of fundamental elements of criminal law.
 
Assignment
The current public view of policing is one of distrust.  In this research paper, discuss what changes can be implemented by police agencies in order to continue its mission of service to the public and regain the public trust. 
 
Content
A successful paper will include the following criteria as it relates to the topic:
· The structure of your paper should have a good introduction that presents the topic of the paper and a good thesis statement.
· The paper will discuss the history of American policing, focusing on the corruption of the three historical eras and how such corruption was addressed by administration.
· The paper should clearly define police accountability and ethics in the modern era in light of policing in a democratic society.
· The paper will review various modern police agencies and compare how said agencies manage effectiveness, equity, and accountability among its officers, identifying the best practices available and how they should be implemented.
· The paper has a strong conclusion, summarizing the paper and giving an opinion regarding the overall theme.
 
Research and Information
In completing your research paper, be mindful of the sources you obtain.  Your information should come from peer reviewed articles, journals, or books.  Sources should not be based upon opinion but instead from analysis and verified data. News and magazine articles, whether in print or digital format, may contain information that is not verified, opinion, or outright falsehoods. The library is an excellent source to find credible information from journals and books.  Information collected by Google Scholar is also acceptable as the information is guaranteed from a peer reviewed source. You may use statistical data, charts, and spreadsheets to support your arguments throughout your paper.  Your instructor will assist you in completing identifying credible sources of information.
 
Formatting
Please use the template to complete this assignment.  You must use APA standards in formatting and citing your paper.  

