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Question 1
Assessments refer to collective sets of tools that are particularly used to generate information from standardized tests and techniques before drawing a conclusion. Jerome Sattler proposed four essential assessment techniques as follows; 
Normed-reference tests: normed-reference tests compare an individual’s score against a reference control group. To be considered reliable, there must be a solid comparison group for which to compare an individual’s performance. Groth-Marnat (2009) observed that normed-reference tests are based on the comparison of an individual’s score and performance against a standardized group. Examples of the normed-reference tests can include specialized tests for gifted students to assess the levels of their functional and psychological skills.  In the context of clinical practice, normed-reference tests have proven to be critical particularly to clinicians since they can help them in assessing whether an individual's development is at the same level as the rest of the people within the same level. For instance, in children, clinicians are able to evaluate and assess a child’s strengths and weaknesses using the normed-reference tests. 
Interviews: interviews have also proven to be essential in collecting and gathering information relating to an individual’s psychosocial history as well as an individual’s medical history. For clinicians, interviews may be important in understanding any biological relations to a child’s disability. Additionally, it is important to note that clinicians can also establish a rapport that allows them to assess the severity of an issue. 


Observations: observation refers to the action of watching and observing an individual’s behavioural responses. When testing, it is usually important for clinicians to observe an individual’s facial expressions, behaviour, and methodologies among others. Ideally, observation may be critical for clinicians in testing and gauging the consistency of behaviour, consequently making it easier to interpret and make recommendations. 
Informal assessments: informal assessments refer to non-standardized tests that are used to track the progress of an individual on a regular basis. Notably, regular observations may allow clinicians to point specific needs and disabilities of an individual consequently allowing them to intervene in time. 
Question two
Daniel Hoffman vs Board of Education is a case example highlighting educational malpractice. Understandably, the case resulted due to inappropriate identification and placement. Additionally, from this case, there were also other violations as well as negligence as follows; 
· The recommendations by the psychologist for a re-evaluation after 2 years was not followed. 
· Daniel’s mother was not dully informed of his son’s IQ results and recommendation that saw him stay in a Retarded Mental Development Class until he was 17 years old. 
· Even though Daniel was re-evaluated after 12 years with the results indicating that he possessed an above-average intellectual potential, he was not informed (Rosenberg, 1981).
· Because of this observable negligence, Daniel continued to attend vocational school even though he had a higher degree of intelligence. 
·  Because of the inappropriate identification and placement, Daniel observably suffered “defective self-image and feelings.”
Arguably, information drawn from this case indicates that intelligence is not usually a fixed phenomenon and progresses over time. This explains the psychologist’s recommendation for re-evaluation of Daniel's intelligence. Additionally, it is important to understand that before and during assessments, informed consent is usually important to enabling guardians to be aware of the reasons for evaluations and re-evaluations (Rosenberg, 1981).  Lastly, it is also evident that negligence may result in appropriate placement consequently resulting in harmful effects on children such as emotional damage. 
Question 3
The eclectic approach refers to a psychotherapy technique that allows therapists to apply the use of combined psychological approaches for the benefit of the client (Ahmadi et al., 2017). It is essential to note that the approach draws on multiple theoretical orientations and techniques. Because this is a multifaceted approach, the therapist can apply the most effective techniques available to efficiently address the unique needs of a client. Aside from these, some of the notable advantages associated with this approach include; 
· Because this is usually a multifaceted approach, the individual methods applied by the therapists are usually research and evidence-based. 
· With this approach, the therapists are able to establish a high level of client engagement. 
· Most of the treatment methods are usually individualized and tailored to particularly address the specific needs of a client. 



Question 4
NASP ethical principles refer to sets of national principles guiding professional practices, credentialing, graduate preparation and ethical behaviour for school psychologists. Ideally, NASP ethical practices are meant to sensitize school psychologists on the ethical aspects of their work. These principles are important in guiding their professional conduct and behaviour to protect the public and those receiving school psychological services. APA ethical guidelines on the other hand refer to sets of principles and guidelines that aim to encourage psychologists to engage in honest, and transparent practices. Based on these principles, psychologists are required to respect the right to dignity, privacy, and confidentiality of the individuals with who they engage professionally. 
Based on the above definition, it can be noted that one of the major differences between the two principles is that the NASP code of ethics is particularly focused on guiding school-based practices. In this sense, the principles are mainly used by school psychologists, while the APA code of ethics has been developed to guide ethical practices by professionals across different areas and specialties (National Association of School Psychologists, 2021). Because the NASP code of ethics is school-based, these principles strictly prohibit any form of intimate relationship with clients. In most situations, the clients are students and are mostly minors. 
As opposed to the APA code of ethics that require informed consent, NASP code ethics state that school psychologists may provide services to students without their consent in certain situations. Even though the APA code of ethics requires total confidentiality, the NASP code of ethics requires school psychologists to disclose data to parents and make all documentation available to parents. 

Question 5
Psychological reports are assessment reports written by psychologists about clients highlighting the methods of data collection used to observe a client's behaviour, personality, and functional capabilities while attempting to diagnose an issue a client may be suffering from. Some of the highlighted values of a psychological report include; 
· Psychological reports provide full evaluations that can be used by therapists to make decisions regarding interventions and treatment plans. 
· Psychological reports contain information about a person’s history, initial tests and assessments that can also be used to establish recommendations. 
Limitations 
· Because intelligence is usually progressive, psychological reports may have limits of the period of validity in the test scores. 
· Psychological reports do not usually have specific formats and may be difficult to follow by other psychologists.
· Lastly, the terms used while preparing psychological reports may not easily be understood by non-mental health professionals. 
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