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The central requirement by the ethical standards governing research is the respect for the participating persons and the provisions of informed consent indicating voluntary involvement in research. However, deception, as applied in naturalistic and participant observation, involves giving the research subjects incomplete or willful misleading information regarding the participants and what to expect during the research (Miller et al., 2005). Although research projects that have failed to adhere to the requirements of informed consent are usually not approved, under unique circumstances, researchers may engage in research projects without their subjects identifying them, especially if they believe identifying themselves would make the subjects change their behavior.
In some situations, I believe it is ethical to omit details of the researcher since it is believed that the provision of these details would alter the responses received from the subjects, especially regarding the information being investigated (Athanassoulis & Wilson, 2009). Even though deception has proven to be beneficial in the excavation of respondent information during research projects, it places a burden on the researchers to provide a justification for the use of deception. In this sense, the use of deception in naturalistic and participant observation does not compromise the information received from research because a successful participant would fit well enough into the study group to be ignored; for this reason, people would not attempt to adjust their behavior.
Also, it is important to understand that presenting oneself as a researcher to the research subjects would place limitations on the types of social interactions that one would be able to observe (Bröder, 1988). Similarly, in the event that researchers reveal their identities, it is possible that the study respondents can have a different understanding of the researcher’s role that is different from the one they originally understood. 

In conclusion, although staying undercover can create possible ethical dilemmas, researchers have a reasonable justification for deceiving their subjects to maximize their data collection, especially if the research activity would not cause physical pain or severe emotional pain. 
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